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 NOTES FROM THE COMMODORE 
 

This is It! 
  

       As we look back on our 2020 Yacht Club 

season, we have successfully navigated through 

the perils of the pandemic!  In spite of having to 

cancel some of our most popular events, we still 

found ways to safely have fun.  Open Grill Night 

and Music on The Lake are two prime examples, 

plus (non-Yacht Club affiliated) Fourth of July Float 

Boat Parade and the first ever Indian Lake 

Fireworks added to the fun! 

 We have accomplished much at the club, 

too!  Because of your generous donations, we have 

been able to modify and improve our fuel system, 

pave a new boat ramp, and install some decorative 

fencing to delineate Yacht Club parking.  Still on our list will be some earth-

moving, brush clean-up, and driveway improvements which will ultimately add to 

our parking needs.  Speaking of donors, let’s not forget about our 2 Sunfish and 

an MC Scow which led to an encouraging start to our Junior Yacht Club Sailing 

Class!   

 This is our last Bilge of the season.  While we can only guess about our 

2021 Indian Lake Yacht Club season, we all have wishes for normalcy: a return 

to Pancake Breakfasts, the Cardboard Boat Race and Ice Cream Social, Bingo, 

the Big Event, and maybe even some new events.  Your Officers and Board have 

big dreams of Yacht Club improvements for next year, and we’re working on it, 

too! 

 Once again, I must sing the praises of our ILYC Employees and Volunteers!  

So much of the success of our Club’s operation depends upon these awesome 

people! 

 Clubhouse Manager and Fuel System Chief Lew Harmon and his wife 

Nancy are on station duty several times a week and have been fixtures in Yacht 

Club operations for nearly 30 years!  Lew is planning to cut back his time spent 

at the club for next year, but their son John will be available on weekends for the 

 
I L Y C 

Board Members & Staff 

Officers 

Commodore 

Steve Comstock 

Vice Commodore 

Vaughn Kubert 

Secretary 

Marcy Boyd 

Treasurer 

Jim Slott 

Directors 

Bob Buddig 

Kathy Elghammer 

Jeff Ort 

John Smith 

Brandon Weis 

Mike Usterbowski 

Fleet Captain 

John Smith 

Junior YC Liaison 

Mary Usterbowski 

Social Chairperson 

Linda North 

Bilge Editor 

Deb Raffin 

ilycbilge@gmail.com 

Distribution 

Dave Benton 

Webmaster 

Rob Hammond 

http://indianlakeyachtclub.org 

mailto:ilycbilge@gmail.com


club needs and fueling operation.  I can’t say enough about how valuable these wonderful people have been 

and continue to be to the operation of our Yacht Club! 

 Deb Raffin spends countless hours editing our Bilge-Water Bulletin every week.  Were it not for her expert 

skills, much of what I send to the Bilge would wind up misspelled, misplaced, or just plain unreadable!  Many 

thanks to Deb for making the Bilge look perfect, meeting the deadline every week, and getting the results to the 

printer. 

 It’s too easy to take for granted the job that John Smith does as Fleet Captain every year.  There are so 

many aspects to his duties I would fail at trying to name them all.  His fleet organizational and race scheduling 

skills are the most obvious.  Think about how the Committee boat gets staffed, maintained, hauled, and stored!  

This man takes on that responsibility unerringly, and his Race Management Crews are amazing!  Doreen, of 

course, and Marcy Boyd, Rick and Mary Lou McManaman, and the Elghammer safety crew are among the many 

who keep the fine-tuned, well-oiled racing machine running smoothly. 

 We wouldn’t have a Junior Yacht Club if it weren’t for Mary Usterbowski.  Because of her excellent 

background working with today’s youth, she has her finger on the pulse of what keeps our current generation 

interested and having fun.  We look forward to next year when her organizational skills will get our kids in the 

club for some of their own events and most importantly, sailboat racing! 

 One person who has stood up in the face of this terrible epidemic and found ways around it to bring 

people together is our long-time Social Director, Linda North.  She wasn’t afraid to schedule Open Grill Night 

and her popular Ladies of the Lake events in a way for all to be comfortable and socially distanced.  Thank you, 

Linda! 

 How did the Bilge get to your door every Friday over the last 16 weeks?  Dave Benton, that’s how!  Talk 

about someone who takes the delivery of the Bulletin seriously!  We’re lucky to have him and his skills in 

managing a platoon of delivery people who make sure you have the latest Yacht Club info and Indian Lake news 

every Friday.  His troop delivers without fail and here they are, your friends and neighbors – be sure to say, 

“Thank you”: 

Pat and Rosemary Parenti Paul and Cheryl Boger  Floyd and Sandy Page 

 Mari Blackmond  Jack and Carol Hayes   Lisa and Justin Kubert 

 Denise and Sam Esposito Carol and Jim Rubino   Peggy and Barry Bowsman 

 Dave Tanis   Bobbie Scanlon   Angelo and Sue Ippolito 

 Joan North   Dave Benton (himself) 

 I also want to thank our diligent Webmaster, Rob Hammond.  Not only did we depend on our website, 

http://indianlakeyachtclub.org, for timely information, images, and sailing results, every Bilge-Water Bulletin 

(including the 3 we published online only this year) can be found in the archives.  Rob reminds me every week 

if I haven’t sent him the latest issue to him for publication.  Look for even greater things in our website next year, 

including the addition of web commerce! 

 There are several “jobs” performed in our cadre of Club Officers which must be mentioned.  Our 

Treasurer, Jim Slott, has a full-time job!  Hardly a day passes when he isn’t working on paying the bills, going to 

the bank or post office, or attending to membership administration.  Marcy Boyd as Secretary has not only 

recorded and typed up each meeting of the Staff and Board, she has also reminded us what we pledged to 

accomplish by putting “Action Items” in her report.  She’s kept us on the ball, for sure!  Vice Commodore Vaughn 

Kubert has been invaluable when projects in those “action items” have required a work party.  View the new YC 

Parking division fence as a prime example of that!   

 The Yacht Club Directors have also worked hard in their own assumed duties.  Kathy Elghammer has 

worked hard at keeping the exterior of the building clean, designing the fence, and assuming the duty of Junior 

Yacht Club Sailing Class Instructor!  Jeff Ort has tremendously organized our advertisers for the Bilge and kept 

http://indianlakeyachtclub.org/


track of all their invoices that help us pay for publication.  Bob Buddig’s corporate expertise has kept us on track 

for future Yacht Club development.  Brandon Weis has not just shared his great ideas; he’s helped us with some 

excellent signage for the club.  Mike Usterbowski has some great ideas for next year’s social events and potential 

revenue plans to help pay for Club improvements. 

 If you have been involved in Yacht Club operations and I haven’t mentioned your name, I apologize 

profusely.  As I have said in the past, the Club doesn’t operate in a vacuum, and it takes the efforts of many to 

keep it running smoothly.  I sincerely thank you all! 

 

Other items of great import: 

  The final Junior Yacht Club Sailing Class will be held at the Clubhouse on Saturday, September 5th at 

10:00 am for any and all (including Seniors) who want to learn the intricacies of sailing and racing.  Boats 

will be in the water, wind permitting. 

 

 Sunday, September 6th at 6:00 – 7:00 pm, the Indian Lake Yacht Club Annual Meeting will be held on 

the Yacht Club grounds (outside) in a socially distanced manner for members and lake residents to 

attend.  Individually wrapped sandwiches and desserts will be available, but bring-your-own everything 

else, including drinks and chairs.  Nomination and election of Club Officers and Directors will take place 

at this meeting.  Sailing results and trophies will be awarded as always. 

 

 Beginning late in the year (~December) the Yacht Club driveway will be gated and locked.  Provisions 

will be made for emergency services and any other necessary access to the Club and grounds. 

 

 

 Planning for the 2021 Yacht Club Season will include preparation for a possible 2022 invitational regatta 

 

 Remember, if you need a “nautical fix” over the winter months, your ILYC Membership Card entitles you 

to access most other yacht clubs wherever you travel in the country.  You have only to show your card 

and point out our membership in Yachting Clubs of America! 

 

 Please continue to visit our website over the winter months for the latest updates and information on 

Yacht Club operations for next year’s season. 

 

Have a safe and healthy 2020/2021 winter!  We will all look forward to a fruitful and exciting Summer at the 

Lake next year! 

 

       Kind Regards, 

        

Steve Comstock – Commodore Indian Lake Yacht Club 



 

Last Chance to Enter! 
 

The Great Indian Lake Yacht Club T-Shirt Logo Challenge 
Is over on Sunday! 

This is a chance to design our next Senior Yacht Club Logo! 

The deadline for submissions is Sunday, September 6th at the ILYC Annual Meeting. 

Entries can be submitted at any time and meeting attendance will be optional. 

 

Submit entries in any one of these convenient ways: 

 Drop off with any ILYC Officer or Board Member 

 Drop off at Clubhouse during business hours 

 Bring to the ILYC Annual Meeting on September 6th (outside on Yacht Club grounds) 
 

Rules: 

 Submissions must include “Indian Lake Yacht Club,” “ILYC,” or similar 

 Can be any collection of colors, designs, and artwork 

 Sailing must figure prominently in any depiction of water sports 

 Submit entries on standard 8 ½ x 11” paper or 8 x 10” photo paper 

 

     The winning entry will be chosen by vote by the general membership at that meeting, and the winner will 

be notified appropriately. 

 

 Artists, drag out your art supplies (or computers) and get busy!  Time is almost up to design our 2021 T-

Shirts and provide the Club with a New Logo! 

 

 

The Junior Yacht Club T Shirts have been quite popular, so much so that all of the Adult 

sizes are gone!  More have been ordered and expected to arrive before the Annual 

Meeting. 

 

 

-Steve Comstock 

 

 



FINAL REMINDER:  

September 6  6:00pm  Dinner and 

Annual Meeting 

 

FUEL SERVICE 

Gas at the ILYC is available on:  

Thursday from 2:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.  

Saturday and Sunday  
from 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
 

The ILYC accepts credit card payments 

for its marine-grade gas sales.  Payment 

may also be made by cash or check.  

There is "curbside" service on the deck 

for ice, candy, and cold drinks. 

Payments can be made by credit card or 

depositing cash in the money jar.  

Change will not be made for cash 

payments due to health and safety 

concerns. 

 

 

SAILING 

Sunday winds were light.  After debate 

and consultation, the race committee 

declared the races a "go" for the regular 

1:00 p.m. starting time.  They dropped 

the windward buoy near the middle of 

the north shore, the leeward buoy off the 

Indian Lake Club on the eastern shore, 

and posted a Windward 1 1/2 course on 

the side of the committee boat.  Just as 

the boat was anchored to form the 

starting line, the wind died.  With a 

breeze rising, the race start countdown 

could begin at 1:05.   

 

 

With the start, the race committee 

started a 45 minute timer.  In addition, 

they commissioned the crew of the 

Elghammer motor boat to shorten the 

race course by moving the leeward buoy 

farther north.  Kathy Elghammer and 

Mary Lou McManaman, having seen the 

light winds, had decided not to race but 

rather to work under the motto "We tow 

for beer."  As they weren't getting any 

business, they agreed to help. 

 

 



The race would have been cancelled if 

no boat rounded the first mark within 45 

minutes.  Scott McIntyre, the race leader 

throughout, cleared the first buoy within 

half an hour and finished far ahead of 

his competition.  Tom Tucker, 2nd, and 

Bob Buddig, 3rd, also did a good job of 

reading and sailing winds below 5 mph.   

 

MC Scow Race Results  

from August 30 

Sail # Skipper Race 1 

1029 Scott McIntyre 1 

1819 Tom Tucker  2 

1913 Bob Cesario 7 

2354 Jeff Tucker 6 

2365 Dave Benton 5 

2680 Bob Buddig 3 

2709 Tom Buddig 4 

 

It was nice to have Bob Cesario with his 

daughter Tara racing again and also Jeff 

Tucker who is visiting from Colorado.  

We missed B.J. Hague, who was 

interested in a different competition, the 

NASCAR races in Daytona.   

Thanks to the Race Committee: Marcy 

Boyd, Rick McManaman, and Bob 

Heathcote who has graduated from a 

big blue cast to a big black boot.  

Thanks also to Victor Garcia for the 

photos taken with his drone. 

The Labor Day Regatta will be the last 

scheduled races of the season.  Five 

races are to be spread over Saturday 

and Sunday, starting both days at 1:00 

p.m. 

Seasonal and Regatta sailing trophies 

will be awarded during the annual 

meeting on Sunday, September 6 at the 

Indian Lake Yacht Club. 

-Marcy Boyd 

-John Smith, Fleet Captain 

 

LAKE ACTIVITIES 

 

Ladies Of The Lake (LOTL) 

Our BYOE luncheon was fun.  We were 

fortunate that the shade covered us on 

the deck of ILYC, and we were grateful 

for that as the predicted temperature for 

the afternoon was to be above 92 

degrees. 

Providing our lunch was different this 

year.  We certainly missed sharing and 

eating our traditional pot luck style 

lunch.  We will think positively and look 

forward to our summer of 2021 to be 

able to return to our ILYC being open 

and our enjoying that space inside. 

I hope your winter months will find you 

safe and well.  Our 2021 activities will 

be posted in the first Bilge-Water 

Bulletin of the season that will be out the 

Friday of Memorial Day weekend. 

Many thanks to one of our members, 

Deb Raffin.  Deb is our Bilge Editor and 

gets the lake news to us each issue!  

This is a big job and Deb, please know 

we appreciate your time, energy, and 

efforts. 

Until next summer… 

-Linda North, Social Chairperson 

 

 



Pickleball  

Thank you all to those that chose to 

participate this summer in the pickleball 

games.  This is a reminder that play 

continues during the months of 

September and October, weather 

permitting.  So I will see you on the 

courts!! 

 

Kyle and Jim Rose serving the ball. 

This game was one of the biggest  

come backs of the season!!   

It was a fun game to watch! 

 

 

Tina and Jim Rubino  

await the serve from Kyle 

 

I want to thank the Bilge-Water Bulletin 

for printing the weekly reports and 

pictures of our players.  Also a big thank 

you to the Indian Lake Hills Golf Course 

for providing the facilities.  You have 

provided hours of joy to many people, 

and we thank you for that. 

This week Jim Rubino, Jim Rose, and I 

played a series of cut throat as we were 

unable to find a fourth player.  However, 

this was not the case on Saturday 

morning as nine players participated so 

we took a group photo!   

 

L to R: Jim Rose, Tina Caravette, Jim 

Rubino, Helen Marzke, Kyle, Tommy 

Marth, Jim Marth, and Barbara 

Burlington  (The editor knows you can 

count.  The 9th person not pictured is 

pickleball player and photographer Turp 

North.) 

There were some very close games 

played and two that I know of went into 

overtime.  Typically you play to eleven, 

but when you are tied at ten you have to 

win by two points.  This is overtime!! 

Regular play is Tuesday and Saturday 

at 9:32 a.m.  The courts are open at all 

times and equipment is available at the 

club house.  We hope to play until the 

snow flurries arrive!!! 

See you on the court! 

-Turp North 

 

 



LAKE NEWS 

 

Indian Trail 

I soaked my new ILJYC shirt, and the 

water turned the color of the T shirt.  A 

lot of dye.  If others wash their colors 

and whites together, the white tee shirts 

would be a lovely shade of turquoise! 

-Kathleen O’Donnell 

 

Sunny Shores  

Congratulations to Matthew and Bridget 

(Kiely) Carlson on the birth of their 

daughter, Margaret Megan. She was 

born at Northwestern Hospital on 

Tuesday, August 25.  Maggie is 

welcomed home by her big sister, Kiely.  

Her grandparents are long time Indian 

Lake residents Dan and Joan Kiely and 

Tom and Carolyn Carlson. 

Everyone is doing great, and the very 

proud grandparents are looking forward 

to seeing Maggie someday skiing 

around Indian Lake! 

-Dan and Joan Kiely            

-Tom and Carolyn Carlson 

 

Beachwood  

We are so excited to welcome our new 

next door neighbors, Ryan and Carly 

Edinger.  Ryan and Carly have two 

children.  Luke is 6, and Julia is almost 

4. 

Enjoy!  Many good memories will be 

made at your new cottage. 

-Greg and Marian Edinger 

Beachwood 

LUMINARY NIGHT 

 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 5 

 

The following people will be selling kits 

with everything you need to display your 

candles on Saturday, September 5th: 

Peggy Bowsman   782-3628 
Bonnie Hague   782-9280 
Carol Hayes    782-9885 
Tim Hull    782-2657 
Emmet Thiessen   782-6059 
Sandy Page    782-6363  
 

Kits can also be purchased at the Fire 

Station on Saturday, Sept. 5th from 

10:00 AM – 2:00 PM. 

The proceeds from the sale of luminary 

kits goes directly to the Indian Lake 

Volunteer Fire Department.  Keep in 

mind that the fire department has lost all 

of its fundraisers this year due to Covid 

19, so this year it is especially important 

to support the sales. 

-Sandy Page 

 

 

 

 

 



Highland Shores 

The Toledo War – or How Michigan got 

the Upper Peninsula 

 

The legendary 

football rivalry 

between 

Michigan and 

Ohio teams in 

sports may 

have started a 

very long time 

ago.  In 1787 the southern border of 

Michigan was mapped to be from the 

“southern tip of Lake Michigan” going 

west.  But later, when the Michigan 

Territory was created in 1803, surveyors 

discovered that the shore of Lake 

Michigan was actually 8 miles further 

south than the original map used and a 

new map was drawn.  Ohio considered 

the resulting 470 square mile strip, 

including the area that would later 

become Toledo, to be theirs.  This 

became the “line of scrimmage” and the 

Ohioans declared “offsides.”  Ohio 

claimed the Toledo Strip as its own, but 

Michigan quietly assumed jurisdiction 

over the area based on the new survey.  

Matters came to a head in the early 

1830s when Michigan sought statehood, 

including the “Toledo Strip.”  Hoping to 

avoid a loss to Michigan, Ohio said "time 

out” and they changed the description of 

their border so that it now ran northeast 

from the tip of Lake Michigan to 

Maumee Bay.  This new line wasn't an 

issue until 1833 when Michigan applied 

for statehood.  Michigan kept the correct 

Northwest Ordinance line description 

drawn from the accurate tip of Lake 

Michigan, but in an effort to make 

Michigan concede the Strip, Ohio's 

governor, Robert Lucas, used his 

political connections to convince 

Congress to deny Michigan statehood.  

Led by Michigan's feisty 22-year-old 

Territorial Governor Stevens T. Mason, 

a small 250-person volunteer militia 

moved toward Toledo to defend their 

territory from an Ohio take-over.  And 

the “war” was on.  Michigan's militia did 

end up arresting some Ohio officials, 

capturing nine surveyors, and firing a 

few shots over the heads of others as 

they ran out of the area.  Only 

Ohio inflicted any casualties, when a 

buckeye stabbed a Michigan 

Sheriff during a tavern brawl.  Though 

the sheriff's wound did not kill him, the 

scuffle was enough to instigate peace 

talks, and troops were withdrawn when 

President Andrew Jackson stepped in.  

Still, the political dispute raged on until 

December 1836 when Congress offered 

Michigan a compromise: give up the 

Toledo Strip, but gain statehood and the 

Upper Peninsula (which was part of the 

Wisconsin Territory) instead.  Michigan 

had spent so much maintaining the 

militia's presence in the Strip that they 

were quickly running out of money.  

They weren't happy about it, but they 

had no choice but to accept the 

compromise.  

So Michigan became the 26th state of 

the union on the 26th of January, 1837, 

but its territory did not include the 

Toledo Strip.  Instead, it gained title to 

the Upper Peninsula as compensation; 

9,000 square miles of the most valuable 



timber, iron, and copper country in 

America.  

Like so many of the gridiron battles that 

continue to rage to this day, a game isn't 

decided on one play but a series of 

plays.  Poor officiating may have taken 

Michigan officially out of the play for the 

Toledo Strip, but in retrospect it's 

obvious who won the game in the end.  

After all, we got the U.P., eh?    

-Jim Slott 

 

Fettuccine Alfredo  

Ingredients: 

• 3/4 pound Fettuccine   

• 1 cup Ricotta cheese  

• 6 – 7 dashes garlic powder or garlic 

salt  

• 1/2 cup finely grated Parmesan, 

Asiago, or Pecorino cheese plus more 

for serving 

• 1/4 cup chopped Basil leaves  

• Salt and freshly ground black Pepper   

• Fresh Parsley to sprinkle and garnish 

 

Preparation: 

1.  In a large pot of boiling salted water, 

cook the fettuccine until al dente. 

Reserve 3/4 cup of the pasta cooking 

water and drain the fettuccine well.  

2.  Add the ricotta and the 1/2 cup of 

grated cheese to the pot along with the 

reserved pasta cooking water; stir until 

smooth.   

3.  Add the Fettuccine and the basil, 

season with garlic, salt and pepper, and 

toss.   

4.  Serve in bowls, passing additional 

grated cheese at the table. 

Shrimp, scallops, or fish can be added 

to this dish.  A light salad along with 

crunchy bread and butter round out the 

meal very well. 

-Jim Slott 

 

Humor from Highland Shores 

 

 
 

 

-Jim Slott 



CLASSIFIED ADS 

 

FOR SALE 

 
1968 Steury   
145 horse Buick engine with OMC 
outdrive 
Includes trailer 
Looks and runs great! 
$1,500.00   
Call Steve at 480-363-2248 
 

 
 

 

 

 

FOUND 

I found a pontoon canopy cover floating 

in the water on Aug. 22.  It’s navy blue 

with a black zipper.  Call Melissa at 720-

635-2420. 

 
 
 

Carlisle Day Tripper kayak paddle, black 
& silver     
Floating near our pier after the Derecho 
 

 

Call or email Kathleen, 708-822-7371 or 

kbergie33@gmail.com 

 

We found a yellow large lily pad float the 

weekend of 4th of July.  Please call Terri 

at 248-892-0748. 

 

 

THE BILGE-WATER BULLETIN 

CLASSIFIED ADS 

 The text for a classified ad should 

consist of a brief description of 

the item, the asking price, and a 

contact person with a phone 

number. 

 Each classified ad should include 

one item only.  An exception will 

be made for garage sales. 

 The cost for a classified ad with 

text only is $15.00. 

 The cost for a classified ad with 

text and one business card size 

picture is $25.00. 

 The cost for a classified ad with 

text and two business card size 

pictures is $40.00. 



 There is a two picture maximum 

per ad. 

 Lost, Found, and Free Classified 

Ads are free of charge. 

 All Classified Ads run for two 

weeks.  

 If you would like any item (for 

sale, lost, found, or free) to run 

another two weeks, consecutively 

or at a different time, please send 

an email to ilycbilge@gmail.com 

 Payment for Classified Ads 
should be sent to: 
Indian Lake Yacht Club 
P.O. Box 888 
Dowagiac, MI 49047 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Editor’s Note 

Thank you to everyone who sent in 
articles for this week’s newsletter.  I 
appreciate your contributions 
throughout the summer.  There would 
not be a Bilge-Water Bulletin without 
your input. 
 
Special thanks to Jim Slott for sending 
interesting historical articles, delicious 
recipes, and funny jokes all season.  
These help me to fulfill the required 
number of pages for printing every 
week.  I appreciate your support.   
 
This is the final Bilge of the season, but 
please mark May 24 and May 28 on 
your 2021 calendar.  The first issue of 
the Bilge-Water Bulletin will be delivered 
on Friday, May 28 which is the Friday of 
Memorial Day weekend.  That means 
the submission deadline is Monday, 
May 24 at 12:00 noon for any  
article you’d like to see in the first 
bulletin next year. 
 
Please send all your contributions to the 
following email address: 
ilycbilge@gmail.com 
 
-Deb Raffin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Ways to Reduce Nutrients in Lakes  

 

5 ways for Indian Lake Riparians 
 

 
1.)  Use No-Phosphorus fertilizer on lawns and gardens.  Be 
sure to check when you buy.  Look for the formula of nitrate-
phosphorus-potassium, such as 22-0-15.  The middle 
number, phosphorus, should always be 0. 
 
2.)  Keep leaves, grass clippings and other organic matter out 
of the lake & street.  Rake/sweep up grass clippings & leaves 

on lawns, driveways and streets.  Don’t let them into the lake!  
 
3.)  Importantly - Don’t burn leaves near the lake!  Adds massive amounts of weed 
loving phosphorous! 
 
4.)  Clean up and bag as much goose poop as possible from your lawn & pier and 
don’t let it get into the lake.  
 
5.)  If possible plant a wide strip of deep-rooted plants along the shoreline.  Instead of 
planting and mowing grass here, plant wildflowers, hosta plants, or ornamental 
grasses.  They absorb and filter runoff and help hold back nutrients. 
 

 5 ways for farmers 

1.)  Buffer strips help.  Leave a wide strip of deep-rooted plants along 
ditches, streams, and lakes to absorb and filter runoff.  Many programs, 
including ditch authorities, pay rent for these strips.  2.)  Change the plan on 
marginal land.  Plant marginal cropland to perennial crops or convert to 
water retention areas.  3.)  Use smarter drainage.  Install controlled drainage 
systems instead of pattern tiling.  4.)  Follow nutrient management plans to 

protect water resources.  5.)  Follow manure management plans, including setbacks from 
water resources when applying manure to fields.  
 

5 ways for cities 

1.)  Educate residents about keeping grass clippings and other organic 
matter out of storm sewers.  2.)  Enforce laws on littering and pet waste 
disposal.  Provide trash cans along popular pedestrian routes.  3.)  Leave 
a wide strip of deep-rooted plants along any shore land.  Instead of 
planting and mowing grass here, plant wildflowers, ornamental grasses, 

shrubs, or trees.  These plantings absorb and filter runoff that contain nutrients.  4.)  Educate 
contractors and excavators on best management practices for sediment control and enforce 
related laws.  5.)  Have city staff do it right.  Require employees to follow best practices for 
mowing, fertilizer application, and maintenance work.  

    



 Why Be Concerned About the Canada Geese here on Indian Lake? 

1. An adult Canada goose poops about 2 pounds per bird per day, and we're not 

talking little, dainty poop here.  Indian Lake has approximately 140 geese at last 

count.  140 geese X 2 pounds of feces per day on average = 280 lbs./day which is 

100,800 pounds of poop per year or over 50 tons per year!  

2. Geese are major contributors of Phosphorus and Nitrogen in lakes.  These 

nutrients come directly from goose excrement and contribute to the 

eutrophication of our lake.  This runs completely counter to all of our efforts to 

keep Indian Lake clean, clear, & healthy.  

3. Geese can carry a wide variety of diseases.  Children are even more susceptible. 

 

Diseases Canada Geese Carry 
  

 Migration has lessened leaving most of them here all year in most places.  Combine 

that with their ability to leave behind at least 2 pounds of feces per day, and you have potential 

for adverse health effects.  With the size of our population of Canada Geese, it is important to 

be aware of the diseases they may bring to our lake and the health risks involved.  It is also 

important to note how to avoid contracting anything they may carry.  

 Bacteria: One of the harmful diseases that Canada Geese can carry are parasites.  These 

come in the form of chlamydiosis, e-coli, listeria, pasteurella multocida, and salmonella.  There 

are three ways these birds shed these bacteria: a.) Feces  b.) Nasal discharge  c.) Biting.  

Because e-coli is closely related to temperature, the likelihood of its presence is much higher 

during the warmer months rather than in the cold.  These bacteria usually manifest 

themselves in humans through pneumonia or a wound. 

 Parasites: The types of parasites that geese can carry are cryptosporidium, giardia, and 

toxoplasmosis.  The symptoms from these parasites include diarrhea and infection, especially 

if your immune system is low.  If you have plans to swim in any lake, pond, or beach area that 

has geese present, use caution. 

 Viruses: Canada Geese belong to the group of birds that can contract avian influenza, more 

commonly known as foul plague.  

 Avoid Feces: If you have to come in contact with geese feces, make sure you wear protective 

gloves and wash your hands thoroughly after you are done.  If children have been playing in a 

grass area that is frequented by geese, it very important to wash their hands, shoes, and toys 

they were playing with.  Because small children frequently place their fingers in their mouths, 

good hygiene is imperative. 

 

The Indian Lake Improvement Association is acutely aware of this problem affecting 
our lake and, within the guidelines of the USDA Wildlife Service and the Michigan 
DNR, is working on ideas to humanely lessen the goose population here.  
 
Clean up and bag as much goose poop as possible from your lawn & pier and don’t 
let it get into the lake – it helps the lake and it helps us all.  
 

This page is paid for by the ILIA to communicate to our Members and Lake Riparians.    

Remember to ‘Catch & Release’ Bass, Walleye, & Pike.    JDS 2020 
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Floyd Jerdon Tom Jerdon

(269) 782-4000
www.jerdon.net

LET US LURE THE RIGHT BUYERS
FOR YOUR LAKE PROPERTY

Established 1950

“Specializing in Cleanup”

• Tree Removal • Trimming Dead Wooding
• Land Clearing • Stump Grinding
Storm Damage • Crane Service

60 & 70 Ft. High Ranger

• Satisfaction Guaranteed •
Fully Insured For All Your Tree Care Needs

ISA Certified Arborists on Staff
Dan Williams MI-3971A • Jacob Williams MI-4282A

HARDWOOD • SHREDDED • COLORIZED

Serta, Simmons,
Number Beds, Adjustable Bases

HOURS
M-T-Th-F  10-7
WED    10-3
SAT

comfortsleep.com
FREE DROP-OFF

JOE AGOSTINO - INDIAN LAKE

574-250-9329
574-255-8721

Town and Country Shopping Center
2344 Miracle Lane - Mishawaka, IN 

    10-6
CLOSED SUNDAYS AND HOLIDAYS
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50

Making you 
feel at home 
for over 50 

Years!



Ben Tressmer24/7 Service
Free Estimates
Can Reach Any Heights
Mold Removal Off Siding & Stone
Free consultation For Window Warranties
Professional Window Cleaning Since 1990
Professional & Courteous Well Trained Crew
Service From Michigan to Greater Chicago Area

269.325.9393

WINDOW CLEANING

COVID-19: Exterior window cleaning preferred. 
Interior window cleaning available if proper social 
distancing measures can be maintained.

Ê
ÊCome try all of our favorites! 

  Spend $10.00 or more (before tax)    
and receive $1.00 off your order 

OR 
Buy any large pizza and receive one 

free topping choice 
(Coupon valid for only ONE .
May not be combined with any other coupons)

  Valid until closing 2020 

Our Advertisers Deserve Your Patronage - Please Support Them!!!



Now Open!
Full Service 

Retail
Meat Market

• Locally Raised

• Michigan Meat

• USDA Prime Beef

• Wild Game Processing

Find us on Facebook for weekly specials!

Who’s Handling Your Meat?

269-208-4970
5976 Old Pipestone Rd

Eau Claire MI 49111

Our Advertisers Deserve Your Patronage - Please Support Them!!!

 SPECIALIZING IN SALES, SERVICE, STORAGE AND RENTALS 
 USED PONTOON AND SPEEDBOATS STARTING AT $4,999 
 HUGE SELECTION OF TUBES, WAKEBOARDS, ALL BATTERY 

SIZES,  PARTS, & ACCESSORIES 
 BIG DISCOUNTS ON NON- CURRENT HARRIS PONTOONS 

AND MASTERCRAFT WAKEBOARD BOATS 

 

   

Lake Effect PowerSports 
AN ELITE DEALER OF MASTERCRAFT CENTURION HARRIS PONTOONS SEADOO KAWASAKI MERCURY AND SHORESTATION 

SISTER LAKES LOCATION: 

67990 WEST M-152 
Tuesday–Saturday 10-5, Sunday 11-2 

269.944.5577 
 

 

15% OFF         
ANY IN-STOCK 

ACCESSORY 
WITH THIS AD 

Now Open!
Full Service 

Retail
Meat Market

• Locally Raised

• Michigan Meat

• USDA Prime Beef

• Wild Game Processing

Find us on Facebook for weekly specials!

Who’s Handling Your Meat?



JD’s Marina
330 N M-140 Watervliet, Mi 49098 • PHONe:269-463-6511 • WWW.jdsMariNa.cOM

• NeW & Used bOats available
• PONtOON reNtals
• bOat sales & service
• MecHaNical rePairs
• Pick UP & delivery
• bOat stOrage available
• WiNterizatiON
• sHriNk WraP

HeWitt lifts & dOcks

Patronize Our Advertisers For Quality Products and Dependable Service

“Serving all Southwest Michigan”

CARPETS UPHOLSTERY
TILE & GROUT CLEANING

Mention this ad for 
$20 off any service (269) 782-9446

304 EAST DIVISION STREET
DOWAGIAC, MI 49047

(269) 782-5488
FAX (269) 782-9278

• ALL TYPES OF
BUSINESS PRINTING
• OFFICE SUPPLIES

• COLOR COPIES • FAX SERVICE

Sprague’s Family Fun Farm
33120 Middle Crossing Rd
Dowagiac, MI 49047
269-782-8578
Open June - October
Daily 9 am - 6 pm

Fruits & Vegetables in season.
We specialize in sweet corn & baked goods too!

www.spraguesfamilyfunfarm.com

Open
June

26

preferredprintingdowagiac@gmail.com
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Furnishings for your Home and Cottage
Living Room • Bedroom • Dining Room • Matresses • Unique Accessories 

Gifts & Home Decor • Special Orders Always Welcomed

57530 M 51 S Dowagiac, MI 49047 • HOURS: M-F 9-6 • Wed 9-8 • Sat 9-5

[269] 782-5020
800-884-5020

www.imperialfurnituredowagiac.com

  

     EAU CLAIRE FRUIT EXCHANGE 

     6486 WEST MAIN  EAU CLAIRE, MI  49111  

269 461-6977   WWW.ECFRUITEXCHANGE.COM 

 
              Indian Lake Hills Golf Course  

             “The Landmark on the Lake” 
 

 … 27 Holes … 
Fun and challenging,  

Weekday Early Bird and Everyday Twilight rates.   
Walk or Ride 9, 18 or 27. 

… Driving Range … 
NEW VENDING BALL MACHINE  

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 

… Pro Shop Merchandise …  
Golf Apparel, Indian Lake Sweatshirts, Tee Shirts, Hats  

and all the basic necessities.  

… Bar & Grill … 
TAKE OUT SERVICE 

BEER, SPIRITS & FOOD.  
SUBJECT TO CHANGE  

 
  Call or go online for more information 

55321 Brush Lake Road   Eau Claire, MI  49111  
   (269) 782-2540     indianlakehills.com. 

 

 
 

 

57470 M-51 S
Dowagiac, MI 49047

 

Providing year-around and seasonal weekly or bi-
weekly home visits checking on the well-being of your 
vacation home. 

Visits include – visual inspection of exterior/interior, 
cycling appliances, water on/off, flushing water 
system, temp and humidity check. Customized to 
your home.  Visit our website for further information 

   ACCREDITED–INSURED–BONDED 
        Contact us for a free consultation 
269-281-4584 – info@mihomewatch.com 
             Website: mihomewatch.com 
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PIPESTONE CREEK 
GOLF COURSE

THE GOLF COURSE
FOR THE REST OF US!

6768 Naomi Road
Eau Claire, MI 49111
269-944-1611

18 hole public course less than 
10 miles from Indian Lake!

Check us out at:
www.pipestonecreekgc.com

or on Facebook
for rates and specials
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Bilge Water
Bulletin Readers

Reminder: Please support our 

advertisers, as they are what 

help to bring you this weekly 

communication.





Sheree L. Slott Summer at Indian Lake
Licensed MLS Realtor & Associate Broker Indian Lake Listings:

33362 Inn D Inn Dr.

Sale Pending

33470 Forest Beach St.

4 BR, 2 Bath Landmark Peninsula
Cottage 151’ Waterfront, 140’ Channel

Other listings on local area lakes
available. Give me a call.

269 501-5408
Give me a call anytime

E-Mail: ShereeSlott@CressyEverett.com

STAY SAFE OUT THERE!

Only Licensed Realtors have
access to the National and
Regional power of the National
Association of Realtors MLS ©.



Order Form ON SALE! Indian Lake Yacht Club Apparel

Help Celebrate and Support our Junior Yacht Club!

Tee Shirts $15. 2 for $25.

High Quality – Soft Finish

Fill In Quantity Below

Youth Sizes S___ M____ L____ XL____

Adult Sizes S___ M____ L____ XL____ 2XL___

Items being sold at the ILYC during Business Hours OR

Send form & check to -> ILYC - P.O. Box 888 - Dowagiac, MI 49047

Name:___________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________

Phone Number:___________________________

JDS 2020



Paid for by the  Committee to Elect Larry Seurynck

 www.silvercreek2020.com

"This paid ad is not necessarily an endorsement by the ILYC - our club policy prohibits the endorsement of political candidates."




