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 NOTES FROM THE COMMODORE 

Tunes! 
 It took patience, a dedicated band, and just the right weather, but Music on 

the Lake Part Deux finally happened!  R.P.M. kept the floating crowds entertained 

with an eclectic playlist of music that went on for 3 hours!  At any given moment, 

there were between 20 – 25 boats in attendance, and you could hear the cheers 

at the end of each number.  

Gregg Richardson on bass guitar and 

keyboards – Mark Peterson on lead guitar – 

Jim Murray on drums.  All with melodious 

voices!  Give those guys a big round of 

applause for returning for their 25th 

anniversary playing for the Indian Lake Yacht 

Club!  They were great! 

  

The other excellent news is that 

they have agreed to return next year!  

Hopefully, we can combine the on-the-

water and clubhouse grounds 

participation for their next ILYC concert! 
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Sailing Class 
 Well, our first official sailing class of the season, which 

was intended to get our Junior Yacht Clubbers out on the 

water, was rather lightly attended.  By lightly attended I mean 

we had 2 boats, 3 sailing instructors and no students!  Oh well, 

it provided the opportunity to get the club’s 2 Sunfish 

seaworthy and tuned for our next scheduled class, which by 

the way, is Saturday, August 15th. 

 We understand the reluctance to attend any in-person 

instruction due to COVID concerns, and perhaps the 

preparations for the approaching school year interfering with 

everyone’s weekend.  But, we are taking precautions by being 

serious about maintaining social distancing while teaching 

and encouraging the excitement of sailing to our youthful 

members. 

      As you watch the Sunday races from your homes, piers, 

or boats, think about this:  The average age of our current fleet 

of sailors is somewhere north of the half-century mark.  While 

many of these intrepid individuals are healthy in all respects, it 

would behoove us to take up the task of getting younger 

skippers on the water.  Plus, there would be the added bonus 

of intimidating the “old salts” at their own game!  The rules of 

racing are fun and not at all difficult to learn, especially when 

taught by someone who’s “been there.” 

      So, kids take this opportunity seriously.  Parents, think of 

the gas money you’ll save when the immeasurable distraction 

of sailing takes over, leaving the wave runners at the dock!  

Remember that the Yacht Club has two Sunfish, available for anyone, even with the most basic skills, to take 

out sailing at any time during the season.  So, no boat – no problem – no excuse! 

 Thinking ahead to next year and the hope that social distancing will ease up for us all, our Junior Yacht 

Club Liaison and her planning committee will be scheduling many events our young residents will find interesting 

and fun.  We also will be looking forward to getting back to the Cardboard Boat Races and Pancake Breakfasts 

as we enter the “post COVID vaccine” era next season.  Your Board and Social Committee are itching to resume 

planning and scheduling! 

 Last item, which you may have seen in last week’s Bilge; the new T-Shirts are here!  Remember the 

Junior Yacht Club Logo Challenge from last season?  The award was won by Ms. Riley Genep and her design 

has now been transferred to our new Ts.  An order form is included in the Bilge for your requested sizes and 

numbers.  Both youth and adult sizes are available, and they look great! 

“Mast Abeam!” 

Steve Comstock – Commodore Indian Lake Yacht Club 

 



REMEMBER THESE DATES:  

August 26  Ladies of the Lake Salad 

Luncheon  (Note date change)  

September 6  6:00pm  Dinner and 

Annual Meeting 

Please continue to check the Bilge-

Water Bulletin weekly for updates. 

 

 

SAILING 

 
Sunday saw a fleet of 10 MC Scows 

make it to the starting line for two races.  

Winds were very light out of the 

Southwest initially, but built later in the 

day. 

 

The 1st race was a W 1 1/2 in about 

6mph winds.  B.J. Hague continued his 

winning ways followed by strong finishes 

from Tom Tucker, Scott McIntyre, and 

Eddie Swierczewski.   

 

The 2nd race was a W 2 1/2 starting 

around 8mph, rising to 10-12mph soon 

after the start, but then dying down 

again.  To no one’s surprise, the wind 

direction shifted quite a bit in both races.   

B.J. Hague won again, followed by Bob 

Buddig with a strong 2nd place finish, 

Eddie Swierczewski took 3rd, and Tom 

Tucker came in 4th.  The sailors are 

really showing their strength throughout 

the fleet, and that’s great to see!  

 

Thank you to Marcy Boyd for managing 

the Race Committee, with assistance 

from Rick McManaman and Mary Fikes 

(known as Woody to her friends) on the 

Committee Boat.  Thanks to Woody for 

taking the pictures, and thanks to Marcy 



for sending them to the editor to print 

with the article. 

MC Scow Race Results  

from August 9 

Sail 
# 

Skipper Race 
1 

Race 
2 

1029 Scott McIntyre 3 5 

1141 Dave Bilder 8 7 

1719 Ed 
Swierczerski 

4 3 

1819 Tom Tucker 2 4 

1900 B.J. Hague 1 1 

1913 Bob Cesario 10 DNF 

2263 Kathy 
Elghammer 

6 6 

2365 Dave Benton 7 8 

2680 Bob Buddig 5 2 

2709 Tom Buddig 9 9 

 

-John Smith, Fleet Captain 

 

FUEL SERVICE 

Gas at the ILYC is available on:  

Thursday from 2:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.  

Saturday and Sunday  
from 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
 

The ILYC accepts credit card payments 

for its marine-grade gas sales.  Payment 

may also be made by cash or check.  

There is "curbside" service on the deck 

for ice, candy, and cold drinks. 

Payments can be made by credit card or 

depositing cash in the money jar.  

Change will not be made for cash 

payments due to health and safety 

concerns. 

 

LAKE ACTIVITIES 

 

Indian Lake Yacht Club Projects 

Thank You! 

Nearly half of our membership stepped 

up to our “Donation Challenge” this 

year.  It takes a lot of working capital to 

keep our Yacht Club running smoothly 

so we can make necessary 

repairs/improvements and provide 

dockside marine grade gas, boat ramp 

privileges, sailing regattas, the Bilge-

Water Bulletin, fun events for the entire 

family, etc.  The money comes from 

membership dues, gas sales, and of 

course your generous donations.  

Without them we would not be able to 

keep the club in good shape and 

functioning efficiently.  

 

This year we needed to re-pave our 

launch ramp (a very expensive project), 

and we needed to re-pipe from our fuel 

tank to our fuel pump.  It came as quite 

a shock that the new standards for gas 

pipes set by the state make it necessary 

to have a very specific double walled 

pipe.  No problem, right?  Well, this was 

another super expensive project.  We 

had hoped to get it done at a reasonable 

cost, but the new standards made the 

estimates for the work soar to $16,000.  



We managed to negotiate this amount 

lower with R.W. Mercer, but man oh 

man, what a huge hit to our budget.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why is this significant?  Because 

without the generosity of you, our 

members, we could not make these 

essential projects happen.  We hope the 

ILYC provides a better experience for 

most Indian Lakers in a variety of ways 

unique to our lake.  Obviously most of 

you agree, and we thank you sincerely 

for helping us make it all work.  You are 

greatly appreciated!  

-Jim Slott 

 

 

 

Ladies of the Lake (LOTL) 

 

Hi there everyone, 

Are all of you enjoying your summer?  

The summer continues to feel so 

different in many ways than past 

summers.  Although we may not see 

each other as often, these are the things 

that are consistent: our lake sounds, 

water lapping against the sea wall, 

motors of varying size propelling crafts 

across and around the lake, the shrieks 

of children as they jump in the lake, 

Sunday sailboat races, and at our 

cottage, the slam of one of our screen 

doors that we have learned to love.  

When that sound is heard, it means 

somebody is coming in or going out.  

Perhaps you have a sound like that at 

your cottage also. 

A time has passed since our one LOTL 

Summer Coffee get together in July.  

We were able to be socially distanced 

during our time together.  Now it is time 

for our August Salad Luncheon.  This 

event also will look different as we will 

not be able to bring a dish to pass, and 

we will be socially distanced on the deck 

of our ILYC.  Our luncheon will be a 

BYOE (E = Everything).  Please bring 

whatever you wish to eat for lunch in 

your picnic basket.  It sounds and is 

different than in past years, but what is 

the same is the time we spend together. 

 

 



The details are: 
LOTL BYOE Salad Luncheon 
ILYC  
Wednesday, August 26 
11:37 a.m.  
 

I am hopeful to see you at our final 

LOTL planned event for the summer of 

2020. 

-Linda North, Social Chairperson 

 

Pickleball 

The month of August has been a great 

time for the local pickleball program.  

New people continue to explore the 

game and find it fun!  Three new players 

came to play on Tuesday, August 3: 

Terri Armstrong, Tina Caravette, and 

Nancy Kieran.  Tina, having played 

tennis before, demonstrated A-level 

skills immediately.  Terri and Nancy 

were quick learners and contributed 

nicely.  Everyone had a fun day. 

 

 

Kurt, Jim Rubino, Terri, Jen,  

Kyle, Jerry, and Brad 

Far court: Jim Rose, Anthony,  

Helen, and Kathy 

 

 

Helen and Kurt 

Kyle, Jerry, and Brad 

Kathy, Jim, and Anthony 

 

Saturday brought new players Jerry and 

Brad Baumgarten.  It took them less 

than ten minutes to become active 

players.  They competed against Kyle 

and Jennifer for some close games.  

Helen and Kurt Marzke had some good 

games against Jim Rubino and Terri.  

Then the Stevens family arrived!!  They 

were a group of four, Patrick, Kate, 

Keeley, and Shaun, which is perfect for 

pickleball.  They had a series of games 

for a wonderful morning of exercise and 

fun. 

 

 

New players Brad and Jerry 

Baumgartner serving 

 



 

Terri and Kurt playing defense 

 

The final game of the day was wonderful 

to watch with a gallery of Anthony, 

Kathy Willis, Terri Armstrong, and me 

watching Jim Rubino/Jim Rose vs Scott 

Willis/Kyle Salvatore.  We watched ace 

serves, crushing returns, soft dunk 

shots, perfect lobs, and many hit volleys 

for a great demonstration of top level 

pickleball. 

 

 

Scott and Anthony wait for the serve! 

 

 

Kathy and Jim are ready to play! 

 

Bob Urgle called me to remind me the 

local pickleball players play at the high 

school courts on Monday, Wednesday, 

and Friday at 6:30 p.m.  Everyone is 

welcome! 

See you on the court! 

-Turp North 

 

LAKE NEWS 

 

The Cove 

The beach and some thoughts… 

Since 2010, my husband and I have 

owned a home on Indian Lake.  We 

have made many great memories here 

and some very close friends.  Over the 

years, we have had many guests, some 

of whom have lake properties in their 

families.  There are always two 

comments that we hear: “how peaceful 

our lake is,” and “how the beach area 

we all anchor at is wonderful, and their 

lakes don’t have anything like it.”   

Due to the generosity of the owners, we 

all have enjoyed the ability to arrive at a 



beachy destination in our boats or wade 

in from the road.  The area’s shallow 

sandy shores make it great for small 

children to enjoy the water.  We have 

loved seeing our children, nieces, and 

nephews play there and had hoped to 

one day see our granddaughter, Amelia, 

swim at this incredible beach.  Often you 

will see adults and teens tossing a 

frisbee or throwing a football on our 

warm summer days.  I have even 

witnessed ice fishing from its shores.  It 

truly is an amazing part of Indian Lake. 

The beach area fosters a sense of 

community.  Due to frisbee and a bit of 

boat trouble on one occasion, we have 

had the opportunity to meet many lake 

residents and guests.  We have laughed 

as Pepper, the dog, tries to eat the 

water splashed.  We owe a big thank 

you to the existing owners of this beach 

area for the many memories. 

It was a sad day for our family and 

friends to see a For Sale sign on this 

property.  The thought of not enjoying 

this beach made me think about what 

our lake would be without its availability.  

It is such a unique feature to our lake.  

Without it, I think we would experience 

an increase in boat traffic and an 

overcrowding at the sand bar.  Not only 

does the area provide a sense of 

community, but with boaters having a 

destination I believe it vastly works to 

keep our lake traffic down and preserve 

the peacefulness.   

Then I thought, “What if the community 

purchased it and potentially donated it to 

the ILIA?”   The uniqueness of this area 

provides a great marketing feature for all 

our homes, it decreases boat traffic, 

fosters our community experience, and 

its purchase would preserve the 

longevity of its use.   Maybe these are 

the ramblings of a crazy idea born on a 

Sunday while looking out at our amazing 

lake or maybe others might agree.  I 

have not thought about this enough to 

actually develop a plan, but I am 

interested in what others think and if it is 

a popular enough idea then we can 

establish a committee to see the idea to 

fruition.  If others have thoughts on the 

idea or interest in developing a 

committee/think-tank, then feel free to 

email me at 

shamrock080200@gmail.com.   

-Kellyann Hickey 

 

Beachwood 

 

LUMINARY NIGHT 

 

Saturday, September 5th, 2020 

The following people will be selling kits 
with everything you need to display your 
candles on Saturday, September 5th:   
 
Carol and Jack Hayes 782-9885 
Bonnie and B.J. Hague 782-9280 
Tim Hull    782-2657 
Judy and Emmet Thiessen 782-6059 
Sandy and Floyd Page  782-6363 
 



Remember that the profits go directly to 

our Indian Lake Volunteer Fire 

Department.  Last year the proceeds 

went toward the purchase of 

defibrillators.  So besides this event 

being a beautiful display, it is all for a 

worthwhile cause. 

-Sandy Page 

 

Oak Grove 

Wednesday was an exciting day for my 

daughter, Erin, and I as we cruised 

around the lake.  I was staring at a 

beautiful bare tree wondering how long 

it will stand, when I spotted an eagle 

perched on the very top, just surveying 

its surroundings.  We turned around and 

snapped photos to capture the moment.  

The tree is on Indian Lake Road.  I hope 

you can experience this wonder 

someday, too. 

 

-Kathleen O’Donnell 

 

Orchard Bluff 

George A. Cooper 

Coop drew upon all of the physical skills 

and determination he had acquired up to 

this point on April 4, 1921.  This would 

prove one of his most outstanding 

deeds and certainly the most publicized 

event of his life to this day.   

The  thirty-one  year  old Coop was the 

member of an eleven man search party 

consisting of two police officers, Daniel 

Donovan (a professional diver)* and 

others who had been searching for a 

drowned body at the bottom of Indian 

Lake for two days.  By 5:00 o'clock that 

afternoon they decided to call it a day 

without success, as Donovan had 

reported the water too mucky.  

A launch driven by the policemen pulled 

the other men on an improvised raft 

which carried Donovan's air pump.  As 

the launch's speed increased, the raft's 

front began being pulled under, and 

soon with more of the raft sinking, all of 

the men except for Coop and Donovan 

dove off and made for the launch, 

causing that to capsize.  Coop 

immediately dove in to assist a non-

swimmer to another boat which had 

accompanied the search, after which he 

noticed Donovan slip from the raft.  With 

his leaded helot on over his heavy 

rubber suit, but without the helmet, the 

diver sank instantly to certain death in 

waters twenty feet deep.  Donovan had 

a total weight of 350 pounds once water 

had poured into his open collar, 

although he had taken off his lead foot 

weights while on the raft. 

Within seconds Coop appeared at 

Donovan's side and getting a hold·of his 

belt, started up, almost making it to the 

surface when he lost his grip and 

Donovan sank back down to the bottom.  

Some of the men claim that nearing the 

surface Donovan grabbed at the ankle 



of another man who was still swimming 

about the area, and that Coop had to 

release him, thus dropping Donovan.  

Coop does not remember that 

happening - only that he knew he had to 

save Donovan.  Nevertheless, after 

taking a few breaths of air, Coop went 

back down and grabbed around the 

diver's brass collar starting back up 

once again - pulling 350 pounds up 

twenty feet.  "Coopers lungs were 

bursting, his head ached, the pressures 

were growing intolerable." writes Chet 

Grant.  But the "complete athlete" 

reached the surface and turned 

Donovan over to the men in the boat as 

they pointed out the location of another 

drowning man who was now at the 

bottom.  

Filling his lungs with fresh air, Coop 

submerged once again, quickly finding 

the stranger, whom he would never 

know, but found that this man seemed 

even heavier than Donovan's total 

weight because of his exhaustion.  

Flashes appeared before Coop's eyes, 

his head felt ready to explode - he didn't 

think that he could make it any further, 

yet he knew he couldn't let go.  Officer 

Olmstead had noticed Coop's inability to 

come up any further as the two 

drowning men were near the surface, so 

he began tapping Coop on the shoulder 

with an oar.  Coop found the energy to 

grab the oar and Olmstead then pulled 

them to the boat with the other men 

helping to pull them up into the security 

of air. George Cooper later said, “If it 

were not for the policeman, Bert 

Olmstead, extending an oar down to me 

I do not think I would have made it.” 

Although George Ario Cooper had 

participated in more than twelve rescues 

before, by saving at least two of the 

three drowning men from certain death 

on that April afternoon, he achieved 

here his most dramatic and vital rescue.  

In risking his life in such a way, Coop's 

chest would remain sore from the 

pressure for a year and a half.  It is both 

ironical and upsetting to note that the 

Carnegie Foundation declared Cooper 

ineligible for their heroism medal 

because according to them, "he didn't 

risk his life in the act of rescue." 

 

Presently at the South Bend ·'Y' ' is a 

bronze plaque which was presented to 

Coop by the people of South Bend.  The 

plaque depicts Cooper in a standing 

position, made by a well-known sculptor, 

reads: 

In recognition of the heroism of George 

A. Cooper, Physical Director of the 

South Bend Men's Christian 

Association, in rescuing lives imperiled 

in Indian Lake, Michigan, April 4, 1921. 

This excerpt is taken from Vance, T J.  

(1974).  Life of George A. Cooper.  

Indiana: Sir William's Printing Company. 

-Joe Campbell 



Highland Shores 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

-Jim Slott 

 

 

 

CLASSIFIED ADS 

 
FOR SALE 
 
 
1968 Steury   
145 horse Buick engine with OMC 
outdrive 
Includes trailer 
Looks and runs great! 
$1,500.00   
Call Steve at 480-363-2248 
 

 
 

 
 
Motorized Shore Station 
9-foot width, fits the Steury perfectly   
$1,500.00   
 
$2,500.00 for both!   
 
Call Steve at 480-363-2248 
 
 
2006 Bayliner Bowrider 185/Trailer  
$9875.00  
Call Jim at 219-973-3373 
 



Heweitt cantilever boat lift w/canopy 
and 12 v motor  
$3800.00  
Call Jim at 219-973-3373 
 

2001 Yamaha GP-1200-R Waverunner  
118 hours on the Hobbs meter   
Includes lift and trailer   
$4500.00  
Call Jim at 219-973-3373 
 
 
FOUND 
 
A boat attachment for wake surfing.  
Call Chris at 517-204-2055, describe it, 
and it is yours. 
 
 
 

THE BILGE-WATER BULLETIN 
CLASSIFIED ADS 

 
 The text for a classified ad should 

consist of a brief description of 
the item, the asking price, and a 
contact person with a phone 
number. 

 Each classified ad should include 
one item only.  An exception will 
be made for garage sales. 

 The cost for a classified ad with 
text only is $15.00. 

 The cost for a classified ad with 
text and one business card size 
picture is $25.00. 

 The cost for a classified ad with 
text and two business card size 
pictures is $40.00. 

 There is a two picture maximum 
per ad. 

 Lost, Found, and Free Classified 
Ads are free of charge. 

 All Classified Ads run for two 
weeks.  

 If you would like any item (for 
sale, lost, found, or free) to run 
another two weeks, consecutively 
or at a different time, please send 
an email to ilycbilge@gmail.com 

 Payment for Classified Ads 
should be sent to: 
Indian Lake Yacht Club 
P.O. Box 888 
Dowagiac, MI 49047 

 
 

Editor’s Note 
 
Thank you to everyone who sent articles 
and pictures for this week’s newsletter.  
The Indian Lake Yacht Club and Bilge-
Water Bulletin are community efforts, 
and we want you to be a part of the 
community.  Please help us with your 
contributions.   
 
Your personal stories and memories 
enhance our lake newsletter.  I like to 
place these articles under LAKE NEWS 
and identify the lake neighborhood.  
Please include your lake neighborhood 
with your communication.   
 
Feel free to share stories of your family 
history and home on the lake, special 
events happening in your family or lake 
neighborhood, recipes, boating, lake life, 
jokes, or any other topics of interest.   
 
The deadline for submitting articles, 
photos, and classified ads is Monday at 
12:00 noon for any items to appear in 
Friday’s Bilge-Water Bulletin.  Please 
send all emails to 
ilycbilge@gmail.com. 
 
I look forward to hearing from you.  
 
-Deb Raffin

mailto:ilycbilge@gmail.com


This page paid for by the ILIA to communicate  
to our members and the riparians of Indian Lake.  

 

Zach says it all – great reading!  

Detroit Free Press - Outdoors: “Let the Air Help Clear the Water” 

Detroit Free Press Published April 23, 2016    

Photo: Courtesy of Zach McNary 

Zach McNary, 16, of Dyer, Ind., is one of millions of anglers 
vaulting into the splash and kerfuffle that is Michigan bass 
fishing.  The young field tester does product reviews for 
911customlures, NuThreadz and Cosmic Baits.  He fishes 
local tournaments, and he cut his teeth in the sport at the 
family’s cottage on Indian Lake in Cass County. 

When he first began fishing the lake, it was a tangled nightmare of stinking Eurasian milfoil, and the 
Michigan Department of Natural Resources had classified it as “eutrophic.”  The designation 
describes a lake with an excess of plant life, often due to fertilizer runoff. 

It’s nothing new.  Thousands of lakes start off clear in the spring but due to heat and plant growth and 
excess nutrients become choked with weeds and filamentous algae by June, making them virtually 
unfishable, unboatable, and often unswimmable. 

Traditional treatment options include cutting weeds, chemical herbicides, and dredging.  A full suite of 
herbicides is available and getting state permits for using chemicals to kill weeds is often the easiest, 
fastest response for lake homeowners. 

Though poisoning the weeds is the most popular solution, recent science suggests negative long-
term consequences.  Weeds and algae inevitably return, and the buildup of dead plant material from 
repeated poisoning creates a layer of sludge on the lake bottom.  When the muck becomes thick, it 
no longer decomposes properly and begins to starve the lake of oxygen, feeding additional weed and 
algae growth. 

Several years ago, Indian Lake’s riparian owners tried a newer technology: aeration.  Basically, the 
addition of oxygen to the water stimulates decomposition.  Instead of killing the weeds, it reverses the 
condition that causes them to choke the lake in the first place. 

The technology isn’t new.  Aeration has been used in settings ranging from show ponds to sewage 
lagoons to reservoirs for decades.  But a handful of Michigan companies are looking to aeration as an 
effective treatment for larger bodies of water, and early results are promising. 

Indian Lake recently was reclassified to “mesotrophic.”  McNary says the fish are feeling the effects.  
“Before the lake had a lot of muck and Eurasian milfoil,” he said.  “The bass weren’t that fun to catch.  
Once they tried the aeration system on 85 acres of the lake, we started to get more hard bottom.  



Then they did the whole lake, and we lost about 2 feet of muck.  The deepest part was 22 feet, and 
now it is 27 feet.  The bass are healthier looking and have more fight in them.” 

McNary adds that although the invasives are down, “We still have the cabbage and the lily pads and 
pencil grass, which are all native and great fish cover.” 

The technology is the brainchild of John Tucci.  A businessman and angler, Tucci started his 
company as part of a personal battle to reclaim his home waters on Sherman Lake. 

Zach McNary, field tester for 911customlures, NuThreadz and Cosmic Baits, says 
the fishing has improved dramatically now that Indian Lake is using an aeration 
system to manage excess weed growth. (Photo: Courtesy of Zach McNary) 

Tucci spent two years researching technologies and came up with the idea of 
aerating the lake bottom.  He eventually found Jennifer Jermalowicz-Jones, a lake 
scientist who has been professionally managing lakes from Michigan to Florida for 
more than 25 years.  Her company, Restorative Lake Sciences, handles more 
than 65 lakes in Michigan. 

Tucci mentioned to Jermalowicz-Jones that he had been doing a lot of reading and one system 
looked promising: laminar flow aeration.  This method is used commonly to treat sewage and 
encourage the natural decomposition of decaying plant matter.  He thought he would try it. 

“We were trying harvesting, aquatic herbicide, repairing education, and even enzymes, bacteria,” 
Jermalowicz-Jones said.  “That’s when John finally came up with the solution of aeration.  I was 
skeptical, but we were running out of options for the lake.  It was going downhill quickly.  Five years of 
data later, Jermalowicz-Jones says it has only improved things.  Roger Schweitzer, president of the 
Sherman Lake Association, agrees. 

“Aeration is a gradual, natural process, and a longer-range alternative than the quicker killing 
herbicide treatments,” he said.  “We’ve seen a significant reduction in lake-bottom sediment.” 

Still, he says, “The milfoil pops up once in a while when we have a large rain.  The biggest difference 
we’ve noticed is the aquatic life.  We’ve had no fish kills reported to me since aeration.  We’ve had an 
increase in blue-gill nests on shore, an increase in perch, and seen a reduction in harmful algae.  We 
are reducing the muck which reduces the milfoil’s ability to flourish.” 

Lake associations everywhere are becoming aware of this non-chemical approach to recovering 
healthy waters.  Both Tucci and Jermalowicz-Jones were quick to note that reversing years of lake 
degradation doesn’t happen overnight, and there can be many reasons why lakes become choked 
with weeds, algae and muck.  But where aeration has been prescribed, it has shown promise.  Indian 
Lake’s reclassification is one dramatic example of the gradual process procedure at work.  McNary is 
enthusiastic; for him, the changes speak for themselves. 
  
 
HELP the ILIA Fish Committee control the small panfish population in our lake.  Please PRACTICE 
CATCH AND RELEASE FISHING FOR BASS; NORTHERN PIKE, & WALLEYE – Thank You! 

 



Our Advertisers Deserve Your Patronage - Please Support Them!!!

Floyd Jerdon Tom Jerdon

(269) 782-4000
www.jerdon.net

LET US LURE THE RIGHT BUYERS
FOR YOUR LAKE PROPERTY

Established 1950

“Specializing in Cleanup”

• Tree Removal • Trimming Dead Wooding
• Land Clearing • Stump Grinding
Storm Damage • Crane Service

60 & 70 Ft. High Ranger

• Satisfaction Guaranteed •
Fully Insured For All Your Tree Care Needs

ISA Certified Arborists on Staff
Dan Williams MI-3971A • Jacob Williams MI-4282A

HARDWOOD • SHREDDED • COLORIZED

Serta, Simmons,
Number Beds, Adjustable Bases

HOURS
M-T-Th-F  10-7
WED    10-3
SAT

comfortsleep.com
FREE DROP-OFF

JOE AGOSTINO - INDIAN LAKE

574-250-9329
574-255-8721

Town and Country Shopping Center
2344 Miracle Lane - Mishawaka, IN 

    10-6
CLOSED SUNDAYS AND HOLIDAYS



Our Advertisers Deserve Your Patronage - Please Support Them!!!

50

Making you 
feel at home 
for over 50 

Years!



Ben Tressmer24/7 Service
Free Estimates
Can Reach Any Heights
Mold Removal Off Siding & Stone
Free consultation For Window Warranties
Professional Window Cleaning Since 1990
Professional & Courteous Well Trained Crew
Service From Michigan to Greater Chicago Area

269.325.9393

WINDOW CLEANING

COVID-19: Exterior window cleaning preferred. 
Interior window cleaning available if proper social 
distancing measures can be maintained.

Ê
ÊCome try all of our favorites! 

  Spend $10.00 or more (before tax)    
and receive $1.00 off your order 

OR 
Buy any large pizza and receive one 

free topping choice 
(Coupon valid for only ONE .
May not be combined with any other coupons)

  Valid until closing 2020 

Our Advertisers Deserve Your Patronage - Please Support Them!!!



Now Open!
Full Service 

Retail
Meat Market

• Locally Raised

• Michigan Meat

• USDA Prime Beef

• Wild Game Processing

Find us on Facebook for weekly specials!

Who’s Handling Your Meat?

269-208-4970
5976 Old Pipestone Rd

Eau Claire MI 49111

Our Advertisers Deserve Your Patronage - Please Support Them!!!

 SPECIALIZING IN SALES, SERVICE, STORAGE AND RENTALS 
 USED PONTOON AND SPEEDBOATS STARTING AT $4,999 
 HUGE SELECTION OF TUBES, WAKEBOARDS, ALL BATTERY 

SIZES,  PARTS, & ACCESSORIES 
 BIG DISCOUNTS ON NON- CURRENT HARRIS PONTOONS 

AND MASTERCRAFT WAKEBOARD BOATS 

 

   

Lake Effect PowerSports 
AN ELITE DEALER OF MASTERCRAFT CENTURION HARRIS PONTOONS SEADOO KAWASAKI MERCURY AND SHORESTATION 

SISTER LAKES LOCATION: 

67990 WEST M-152 
Tuesday–Saturday 10-5, Sunday 11-2 

269.944.5577 
 

 

15% OFF         
ANY IN-STOCK 

ACCESSORY 
WITH THIS AD 

Now Open!
Full Service 

Retail
Meat Market

• Locally Raised

• Michigan Meat

• USDA Prime Beef

• Wild Game Processing

Find us on Facebook for weekly specials!

Who’s Handling Your Meat?



JD’s Marina
330 N M-140 Watervliet, Mi 49098 • PHONe:269-463-6511 • WWW.jdsMariNa.cOM

• NeW & Used bOats available
• PONtOON reNtals
• bOat sales & service
• MecHaNical rePairs
• Pick UP & delivery
• bOat stOrage available
• WiNterizatiON
• sHriNk WraP

HeWitt lifts & dOcks

Patronize Our Advertisers For Quality Products and Dependable Service

“Serving all Southwest Michigan”

CARPETS UPHOLSTERY
TILE & GROUT CLEANING

Mention this ad for 
$20 off any service (269) 782-9446

304 EAST DIVISION STREET
DOWAGIAC, MI 49047

(269) 782-5488
FAX (269) 782-9278

• ALL TYPES OF
BUSINESS PRINTING
• OFFICE SUPPLIES

• COLOR COPIES • FAX SERVICE

Sprague’s Family Fun Farm
33120 Middle Crossing Rd
Dowagiac, MI 49047
269-782-8578
Open June - October
Daily 9 am - 6 pm

Fruits & Vegetables in season.
We specialize in sweet corn & baked goods too!

www.spraguesfamilyfunfarm.com

Open
June

26

preferredprintingdowagiac@gmail.com
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Furnishings for your Home and Cottage
Living Room • Bedroom • Dining Room • Matresses • Unique Accessories 

Gifts & Home Decor • Special Orders Always Welcomed

57530 M 51 S Dowagiac, MI 49047 • HOURS: M-F 9-6 • Wed 9-8 • Sat 9-5

[269] 782-5020
800-884-5020

www.imperialfurnituredowagiac.com

  

     EAU CLAIRE FRUIT EXCHANGE 

     6486 WEST MAIN  EAU CLAIRE, MI  49111  

269 461-6977   WWW.ECFRUITEXCHANGE.COM 

 
              Indian Lake Hills Golf Course  

             “The Landmark on the Lake” 
 

 … 27 Holes … 
Fun and challenging,  

Weekday Early Bird and Everyday Twilight rates.   
Walk or Ride 9, 18 or 27. 

… Driving Range … 
NEW VENDING BALL MACHINE  

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 

… Pro Shop Merchandise …  
Golf Apparel, Indian Lake Sweatshirts, Tee Shirts, Hats  

and all the basic necessities.  

… Bar & Grill … 
TAKE OUT SERVICE 

BEER, SPIRITS & FOOD.  
SUBJECT TO CHANGE  

 
  Call or go online for more information 

55321 Brush Lake Road   Eau Claire, MI  49111  
   (269) 782-2540     indianlakehills.com. 

 

 
 

 

57470 M-51 S
Dowagiac, MI 49047

 

Providing year-around and seasonal weekly or bi-
weekly home visits checking on the well-being of your 
vacation home. 

Visits include – visual inspection of exterior/interior, 
cycling appliances, water on/off, flushing water 
system, temp and humidity check. Customized to 
your home.  Visit our website for further information 

   ACCREDITED–INSURED–BONDED 
        Contact us for a free consultation 
269-281-4584 – info@mihomewatch.com 
             Website: mihomewatch.com 

           



Our Advertisers Deserve Your Patronage - Please Support Them!!!

PIPESTONE CREEK 
GOLF COURSE

THE GOLF COURSE
FOR THE REST OF US!

6768 Naomi Road
Eau Claire, MI 49111
269-944-1611

18 hole public course less than 
10 miles from Indian Lake!

Check us out at:
www.pipestonecreekgc.com

or on Facebook
for rates and specials



Our Advertisers Deserve Your Patronage - Please Support Them!!!

Bilge Water
Bulletin Readers

Reminder: Please support our 

advertisers, as they are what 

help to bring you this weekly 

communication.





 

 

 

  Sheree L. Slott      Summer at Indian Lake
Licensed MLS Realtor & Associate Broker   Indian Lake Listings:   

 33362 Inn D Inn Dr.  

                  Under Contract 

 33470 Forest Beach St. 

4 BR, 2 Bath Landmark Peninsula 
Cottage 151’ Waterfront, 140’ Channel  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

          269 501-5408 
    Give me a call anytime 

 
E-Mail: ShereeSlott@CressyEverett.com 

 

 
STAY SAFE OUT 

THERE!  
 

Only Licensed Realtors have 
access to the National and 
Regional power of the National 

Association of Realtors MLS ©. 

 



Order Form ON SALE! Indian Lake Yacht Club Apparel

Help Celebrate and Support our Junior Yacht Club!

Tee Shirts $15. 2 for $25.

High Quality – Soft Finish

Fill In Quantity Below

Youth Sizes S___ M____ L____ XL____

Adult Sizes S___ M____ L____ XL____ 2XL___

Items being sold at the ILYC during Business Hours OR

Send form & check to -> ILYC - P.O. Box 888 - Dowagiac, MI 49047

Name:___________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________

Phone Number:___________________________

JDS 2020



Paid for by the  Committee to Elect Larry Seurynck

 www.silvercreek2020.com

"This paid ad is not necessarily an endorsement by the ILYC - our club policy prohibits the endorsement of political candidates."




