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NOTES FROM THE COMMODORE
Rained Out!
Ok, so the forecast let us down. With much consultation of weather
apps on cellphones showing hopeful breaks in the radar picture for
Saturday evening, R.P.M. started their setup at 3:00, completed it at 5:00
in the misty atmosphere, and at 7:00 started a soggy practice session
which still drew a few floating partiers and cheers from Conklin Shores.
Knowing it wasn’t going to work meteorologically, they even got in 5-6
numbers before tearing all their equipment back down.
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Now, here’s the good news. They’re coming back! Re-mark your
calendars for Saturday, August 8 for Music on the Lake 2020! Gregg
Richardson, Mark Peterson, and Jim Murray are looking forward to sharing
their musical talents with us once again. Can you believe that the first time
they played the ILYC was 25 years ago? Wow! And lucky us, they’re
returning for

Dave Benton
Webmaster
Rob Hammond
http://indianlakeyachtclub.org

Music on the Lake Part Deux!

Junior Sailing Classes!
Notice! To all aspiring junior sailors from the ages of 8 – 18...Parents also
welcome! A beginning sailing class and registration is scheduled for tomorrow,
Saturday morning, August 8th at 10:00 at the Indian Lake Yacht Club. No previous
experience necessary, and no level of expertise will be excluded!

Yacht Club membership is not required, but Junior Yacht Club membership is
encouraged. It’s free!
Socially distanced instruction on safety, sailboat components, and wind relationships
will take place onshore. This will be followed by nautically distanced in-water teaching.
Instructors will be sailors with depths of experience who love the sport and are able to
teach eager students.



Water shoes and sunscreen recommended
Life preservers required

Registration will be available for intermediate and advanced in-water classes to be held
on August 15, 22, and 29.
Parents, please urge your youth to attend!
See you on the Clubhouse grounds on Saturday!

Steve Comstock – Commodore Indian Lake Yacht Club

REMEMBER THESE DATES:
August 8 7:00pm Music on the Lake
August 19 Ladies of the Lake Salad
Luncheon TBD
September 6 6:00pm Dinner and
Annual Meeting
Please continue to check the BilgeWater Bulletin weekly for updates.

acquired and cut, the post holes drilled
(not without complications), and posts
installed and trued for their rope
barriers. Assisting Vaughn in the project
were his wife, Lisa, their two sons,
Jacob and Justin, Kathy and Garry
Elghammer, Mark Klausner, and Matt
Valley. Thanks also to MTL for their
heavy equipment and hard workers!
The Lift Project

FUEL SERVICE
Gas at the ILYC is available on:
Thursday from 2:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday
from 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
The ILYC accepts credit card payments
for its marine-grade gas sales. Payment
may also be made by cash or check.
There is "curbside" service on the deck
for ice, candy, and cold drinks.
Payments can be made by credit card or
depositing cash in the money jar.
Change will not be made for cash
payments due to health and safety
concerns.

Another project was an additional lift for
our second Sunfish and later our MC
Scow. Thanks to John Smith for
allowing his lift to be used and to Garry
Elghammer for reconditioning and
installing the lift.
The next time you visit the Club, please
take note of what the Indian Lake Yacht
Club spirit of volunteerism can
accomplish. It’s amazing and shows
how much we care about our Club!
Thank You!
-Steve Comstock, Commodore – ILYC

INDIAN LAKE YACHT CLUB
PROJECTS
The Fence Project
The Yacht Club is indebted to our Vice
Commodore, Vaughn Kubert, and his
team of hard laborers for the installation
of the property division fencing project.
Over the last week the lumber was

SAILING
We had 8 boats at the starting line with
variable wind out of the west creating
challenges for our fleet. The wind
speed varied, with around 6mph most
typical. Dark clouds hung over the lake

for the first race, but the rain held off.
The wind direction shifted a lot in the
second race, and there was beautiful
sunshine.

LAKE ACTIVITIES
Pickleball
New players continue to join the Indian
Lake Hills pickleball group. Jim
Rubino’s daughter, Jaclyn, and her
husband, Mike Fadmark, who live in
Minneapolis, Minnesota came to play!!
They are experienced pickleball players
after learning the game in Naples,
Florida last winter.

We got in two 1 1/2 windward races,
and B.J. Hague made the most of it with
two victories. B.J.’s second win is
known as a horizon job, which means
the first place boat is so far ahead of the
fleet it seems as if they’re at the horizon.
Tom Tucker and Eddie Swierczewski
demonstrated some strong sailing skills
as they traded 2nd and 3rd place
finishes in the two races.
Thanks to Rick McManaman for
assisting Marcy Boyd on the Committee
Boat.
MC Scow Race Results
from August 2
Sail
#
1029
1719
1819
1900
2263
2365
2680
2709

Skipper

Race Race
1
2
Scott McIntyre
4
5
Ed Swierczerski
3
2
Tom Tucker
2
3
B.J. Hague
1
1
Garry/Kathy
8
7
Elghammer
Dave Benton
6
6
Bob Buddig
7
8
Tom Buddig
5
4

-John Smith, Fleet Captain

Jaclyn and Mike pause for a moment
between games. Both are very
accomplished players.
We met on Saturday morning at 9:32,
but Mother Nature decided to rain and
the games were stopped. However, the
skies cleared around 1:00 in the
afternoon, and we resumed the games.
Mike and I lost the first three game
series 2 to 1 by a third game score of 11
to 9. Then in the next three game
series, Mike and Jaclyn won the third

and deciding game 11-8. It was a
delightful afternoon of pickleball.
Two other players were having a singles
game on the west court that same
afternoon. It was a good time for
pickleball to be played!

LAKE NEWS
Sunny Shores
The Fusons Celebrate
60 Years of Marriage!
Donna and Bill Fuson celebrated 60
years of marriage on August 6.

Barbara and Sarah await the serve.

A reminder to all Bilge readers that the
courts are available any time, and the
equipment can be borrowed from the
golf course club house. A group of
players gathers on Tuesday and
Saturday mornings at 9:32 a.m. to play,
and everyone is welcome to join in the
fun!!

Jim Rose and Jim Marth
serving the ball!
See you on the courts!
-Turp North

The two were both born and raised in
Illinois, met in Decatur in 1956, and
were married in Lewistown, IL in 1960.
After the wedding, both taught school in
the Chicago area. Donna taught in
LaGrange, and Bill was a teacher in
Pleasantdale. They rented an
apartment by the LaGrange train
station…for $100.00 a month.
They settled in the Chicago suburb of
Western Springs and raised their two
children, Kathy and David, who both
now reside in the Dallas/Fort Worth area
of Texas. Bill taught school until his
retirement, including serving as the
Assistant Swim Coach at Morton West
High School in Berwyn, IL. After
teaching, Donna worked for the National

Dairy Council in career education before
starting her 30-year real estate career.
They were active members of the
Western Springs community for 32
years where Donna served as School
Board President, and Bill served on the
Western Springs Service Club Board.
They were also leaders in Scouts, PTA,
and the Presbyterian Church of Western
Springs.

Donna has served as Secretary on the
Indian Lake Improvement Association
for the last six years, and they have
been members of the Indian Lake Yacht
Club for 16 years.

Their story includes over 160,000 miles
on Historic Route 66.
During their time in Chicagoland, Bill
and Donna made nearly annual trips
down old Route 66 to visit their parents
in Mesa, Arizona. Since they loved
Arizona, they drove down Historic Route
66 themselves and retired there in the
late 1990s. In the early 1990s, before
deciding to move to Arizona, the couple
decided (on a bit of a whim) to invest in
a few acres of farm land in SW Michigan
in a little town called Eau Claire. That
decision introduced them to Indian Lake.
In the early 2000s, the couple took “the
plunge” and bought their current home
on Indian Lake. Since that time, they
have continued to actively drive Historic
Route 66 while wintering in Arizona and
summering at Indian Lake.
Since their retirement, the couple has
traveled to every continent except
Antarctica, played a few rounds of golf,
enjoyed wood-working, jewelry-making
and, of course, entertaining friends and
watching their two kids, son-in-law, and
five grandkids come to love Indian Lake.
Today, Donna remains an active
member of PEO while Bill is a member
of the Lions Club, Elk’s Club, and an Air
Force veteran. Here at Indian Lake,

If you’re boating or walking by in the
next week and see them on the dock or
back porch, give them a socially
distanced “Happy 60th Anniversary!”
shout out. Or if you find yourself on
Historic Route 66, remember how it
literally linked the Fusons, and
undoubtedly others, to many years of
happy marriage.
See you down the road!
- Kathy Glenn

Highland Shores
The French and Indians: A Bit of
History

A common sight early on along
Michigan Rivers: French fur traders
bartering with Indians.
This area has such an interesting past
not only from recent generations but
also the even older history. After
Michigan’s prehistoric Indians, who built
the Horseshoe ditches at Sumnerville,
came the tribal groups of Ojibwa
(Chippewa), Ottawa, and Potawatomi
Indians. Then the French and FrenchCanadians came to this area in the
1600s and early 1700s.
For two centuries after these first
Europeans came to Michigan, the
Indians remained a vital force in this
area's development. They were not only
one source of the furs that the French
traded for, they also were very highly
respected allies later when wars broke
out between rival colonial players,
namely the British.
Many forts were built by the French in
Michigan like Fort Detroit, Fort
Mackinac, Fort Drummond, Fort Gratiot,
and many more. They built two in our
area, Fort Miami and Fort St. Joseph.
These forts were used as bases for

French exploration and also for
protection of their vital fur trading routes.
Miami was the original name of the St.
Joseph River, and Fort Miami was built
where the city of St. Joe, MI is currently
located by French explorer La Salle and
his men in 1679. The fort was built over
a hundred years after Fathers Jacques
Marquette and Claude Dablon (good
name for a winery) established the first
French mission at Sault Ste. Marie.
The French later built Fort St. Joseph,
where Niles, MI is now, as a fortified
trading post to protect a Jesuit mission
established in 1691. It became British in
1761, was captured by Ottawa Chief
Pontiac in 1763, and returned to the
British in 1764. In 1781 Spanish troops
captured and held the fort for a very
brief time. Now of course the city of
Niles flies the American flag, which is
the 4th flag in the Niles nickname “the
City of Four Flags.”
So when you look at Dowagiac being an
Indian name, and Eau Claire (properly
pronounced “Oh Claire”) being a French
name, it’s no coincidence. These two
names are the result of a history long
ago, involving the early collaboration
and alliance of the Indians and the
French in our area and all over
Michigan.
-Jim Slott
P.S. I checked with some local
Pokagons to see if I should be saying
“Native Americans” instead of “Indians.”
They faked being shocked, then
laughed at me and said, “Don’t worry.
Do you know what we call each other?
Indians.”

CLASSIFIED ADS
FOR SALE
Boat Lift
4,000 lb capacity lift
$500.00
Call Jason Drougas at 312-446-0941

1968 Steury
145 horse Buick engine with OMC
outdrive
Includes trailer
Looks and runs great!
$1,500.00
Call Steve at 480-363-2248

2006 Bayliner Bowrider 185/Trailer
$9875.00
Call Jim at 219-973-3373
Heweitt cantilever boat lift w/canopy
and 12 v motor
$3800.00
Call Jim at 219-973-3373
2001 Yamaha GP-1200-R Waverunner
118 hours on the Hobbs meter
Includes lift and trailer
$4500.00
Call Jim at 219-973-3373

Motorized Shore Station
9-foot width, fits the Steury perfectly
$1,500.00
$2,500.00 for both!
Call Steve at 480-363-2248

THE BILGE-WATER BULLETIN
CLASSIFIED ADS
 The text for a classified ad should
consist of a brief description of
the item, the asking price, and a
contact person with a phone
number.
 Each classified ad should include
one item only. An exception will
be made for garage sales.
 The cost for a classified ad with
text only is $15.00.
 The cost for a classified ad with
text and one business card size
picture is $25.00.
 The cost for a classified ad with
text and two business card size
pictures is $40.00.
 There is a two picture maximum
per ad.

 Lost, Found, and Free Classified
Ads are free of charge.
 All Classified Ads run for two
weeks.
 If you would like any item (for
sale, lost, found, or free) to run
another two weeks, consecutively
or at a different time, please send
an email to ilycbilge@gmail.com

 Payment for Classified Ads
should be sent to:
Indian Lake Yacht Club
P.O. Box 888
Dowagiac, MI 49047

Editor’s Note
Thank you to everyone who sent articles
and pictures for this week’s newsletter.
The Indian Lake Yacht Club and BilgeWater Bulletin are community efforts,
and we want you to be a part of the
community. Please help us with your
contributions.
Your personal stories and memories
enhance our lake newsletter. I like to
place these articles under LAKE NEWS
and identify the lake neighborhood.
Please include your lake neighborhood
with your communication.
Feel free to share stories of your family
history and home on the lake, special
events happening in your family or lake
neighborhood, recipes, boating, lake life,
jokes, or any other topics of interest.
The deadline for submitting articles,
photos, and classified ads is Monday at
12:00 noon for any items to appear in
Friday’s Bilge-Water Bulletin. Please
send all emails to
ilycbilge@gmail.com.
I look forward to hearing from you.
-Deb Raffin

Indian Lake – A Glacial Lake

Glacial lakes are common in North
America and other areas formerly
traversed by the many glaciers of the
last Ice Age. The grinding weight and
pressure of encroaching and retreating
ice sheets carved many depressions in
the Earth’s surface, where melting ice
then collected to form lakes such as
the Great Lakes and many inland lakes
in the U.S. and Canada. Indian Lake is a glacier created, fresh water lake comprising over
500 acres.
These types of lakes had a beginning to their life 1 – 2 million years ago and,
unfortunately, have an end of life as dictated by the slow death of lakes called
“eutrophication.”
Eutrophication is the gradual increase in the concentration of phosphorus, nitrogen, and other
plant nutrients in an aging aquatic ecosystem such as a lake. The productivity or fertility of such
an ecosystem naturally increases as the amount of organic material that can be broken down
into nutrients increases. This material enters the ecosystem primarily by runoff from land that
carries debris, products of the reproduction and death of terrestrial organisms like trees, and
also the lake weeds themselves. In summary, it is the process in which lakes receive nutrients
and sediment from the surrounding watershed and become more fertile and shallow.
How can eutrophication be slowed? Eutrophication can be slowed by reducing nutrient and
sediment addition to the lake as well as reducing invasive lake choking weed species.

So consider the value of our aeration system and the ILIA efforts to stem the flow of runoff
nutrients coming into the lake from the Mann drain along with weed harvesting. It is to keep
Indian Lake as healthy as possible for as long as possible for us and future generations. Thank
you for your support.
This page is paid for by the ILIA to communicate to our members and the lake.
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“Specializing in Cleanup”

Serta, Simmons,
Number Beds, Adjustable Bases

574-250-9329
574-255-8721
M-T-Th-F
WED
SAT

HOURS

10-7
10-3
10-6

• Tree Removal • Trimming Dead Wooding
• Land Clearing • Stump Grinding
Storm Damage • Crane Service
60 & 70 Ft. High Ranger

• Satisfaction Guaranteed •
Fully Insured For All Your Tree Care Needs
ISA Certified Arborists on Staff
Dan Williams MI-3971A • Jacob Williams MI-4282A

comfortsleep.com
FREE DROP-OFF
JOE AGOSTINO - INDIAN LAKE

CLOSED SUNDAYS AND HOLIDAYS
Town and Country Shopping Center
2344 Miracle Lane - Mishawaka, IN

HARDWOOD • SHREDDED • COLORIZED

LET US LURE THE RIGHT BUYERS

FOR YOUR LAKE PROPERTY

(269) 782-4000
Floyd Jerdon

Tom Jerdon

www.jerdon.net

Established 1950
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50
Making you
feel at home
for over 50
Years!
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Ben Tressmer

24/7 Service
269.325.9393
Free Estimates
Can Reach Any Heights
Mold Removal Off Siding & Stone
Free consultation For Window Warranties
Professional Window Cleaning Since 1990
Professional & Courteous Well Trained Crew
Service From Michigan to Greater Chicago Area

Ê
Come try all of our favorites!
Ê

Spend $10.00 or more (before tax)
and receive $1.00 off your order
OR
Buy any large pizza and receive one
free topping choice
(Coupon valid for only ONE
.
May not be combined with any other coupons)
Valid until closing 2020

WINDOW CLEANING

COVID-19: Exterior window cleaning preferred.
Interior window cleaning available if proper social
distancing measures can be maintained.
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Who’s Handling
Handling Your
Your Meat?
Meat?
Who’s

Now Open!
Open!
Now
Full Service
Service
Full
Retail
Retail
Meat Market
Market
Meat
LocallyRaised
Raised
••Locally
MichiganMeat
Meat
••Michigan

269-208-4970
5976 Old Pipestone Rd
Eau Claire MI 49111

USDAPrime
PrimeBeef
Beef
••USDA
WildGame
GameProcessing
Processing
••Wild
Findus
uson
onFacebook
Facebookfor
forweekly
weeklyspecials!
specials!
Find

15% OFF
ANY IN-STOCK
ACCESSORY
WITH THIS AD

Lake Effect PowerSports
AN ELITE DEALER OF MASTERCRAFT CENTURION HARRIS PONTOONS SEADOO KAWASAKI MERCURY AND SHORESTATION

SPECIALIZING IN SALES, SERVICE, STORAGE AND RENTALS
USED PONTOON AND SPEEDBOATS STARTING AT $4,999
HUGE SELECTION OF TUBES, WAKEBOARDS, ALL BATTERY
SIZES, PARTS, & ACCESSORIES
BIG DISCOUNTS ON NON- CURRENT HARRIS PONTOONS
AND MASTERCRAFT WAKEBOARD BOATS

SISTER LAKES LOCATION:

67990 WEST M-152
Tuesday–Saturday 10-5, Sunday 11-2

269.944.5577

Patronize Our Advertisers For Quality Products and Dependable Service

JD’s Marina

330 N M-140 Watervliet, Mi 49098 • PHONe:269-463-6511 • WWW.jdsMariNa.cOM

• NeW & Used bOats available
• PONtOON reNtals
• bOat sales & service
• MecHaNical rePairs
• Pick UP & delivery
• bOat stOrage available
• WiNterizatiON
• sHriNk WraP

HeWitt lifts & dOcks

“Serving all Southwest Michigan”

CARPETS UPHOLSTERY
TILE & GROUT CLEANING
Mention this ad for
$20 off any service

(269) 782-9446

304 EAST DIVISION STREET
DOWAGIAC, MI 49047
(269) 782-5488
FAX (269) 782-9278

• ALL TYPES OF
BUSINESS PRINTING
• OFFICE SUPPLIES
• COLOR COPIES • FAX SERVICE
preferredprintingdowagiac@gmail.com

Sprague’s Family Fun Farm

33120 Middle Crossing Rd
Dowagiac, MI 49047
269-782-8578

Open
June
26

Open June - October
Daily 9 am - 6 pm
Fruits & Vegetables in season.
We specialize in sweet corn & baked goods too!
www.spraguesfamilyfunfarm.com
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Indian Lake Hills Golf Course
“The Landmark on the Lake”

… 27 Holes …
Fun and challenging,
Weekday Early Bird and Everyday Twilight rates.
Walk or Ride 9, 18 or 27.

… Driving Range …
NEW VENDING BALL MACHINE
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

… Pro Shop Merchandise …
Golf Apparel, Indian Lake Sweatshirts, Tee Shirts, Hats
and all the basic necessities.

… Bar & Grill …
TAKE OUT SERVICE
BEER, SPIRITS & FOOD.
SUBJECT TO CHANGE

Call or go online for more information
55321 Brush Lake Road Eau Claire, MI 49111
(269) 782-2540
indianlakehills.com.

EAU CLAIRE FRUIT EXCHANGE
6486 WEST MAIN

EAU CLAIRE, MI 49111

269 461-6977 WWW.ECFRUITEXCHANGE.COM

57470 M-51 S
Dowagiac, MI 49047

Providing year-around and seasonal weekly or biweekly home visits checking on the well-being of your
vacation home.
Visits include – visual inspection of exterior/interior,
cycling appliances, water on/off, flushing water
system, temp and humidity check. Customized to
your home. Visit our website for further information

Furnishings for your Home and Cottage
Living Room • Bedroom • Dining Room • Matresses • Unique Accessories
Gifts & Home Decor • Special Orders Always Welcomed
57530 M 51 S Dowagiac, MI 49047 • HOURS: M-F 9-6 • Wed 9-8 • Sat 9-5
[269] 782-5020
800-884-5020

www.imperialfurnituredowagiac.com

ACCREDITED–INSURED–BONDED
Contact us for a free consultation
269-281-4584 – info@mihomewatch.com
Website: mihomewatch.com
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PIPESTONE CREEK
GOLF COURSE
THE GOLF COURSE
FOR THE REST OF US!
6768 Naomi Road
Eau Claire, MI 49111
269-944-1611

18 hole public course less than
10 miles from Indian Lake!
Check us out at:
www.pipestonecreekgc.com
or on Facebook
for rates and specials

Our Advertisers Deserve Your Patronage - Please Support Them!!!

Bilge Water
Bulletin Readers

Reminder: Please support our
advertisers, as they are what
help to bring you this weekly
communication.

Sheree L. Slott
Licensed MLS Realtor & Associate Broker

Summer at Indian Lake
Indian Lake Listings:

33470 Forest Beach St.
4 BR, 2 Bath Landmark Peninsula
Cottage 151’ Waterfront, 140’ Channel
front
33362 Inn D Inn Dr.
Under Contract

Give me a call anytime
269 501-5408

MLS Realtors are all wearing
masks to respect their clients!
STAY SAFE OUT THERE!
Email: shereeslott@cressyeverett.com
Web: cressyeverett.com/shereeslott

Only Licensed Realtors have access to the
National and Regional power of the National
Association of Realtors MLS ©.

Order Form ON SALE! Indian Lake Yacht Club Apparel
Help Celebrate and Support our Junior Yacht Club!
Tee Shirts $15. 2 for $25.
High Quality – Soft Finish

Fill In Quantity Below
Youth Sizes S___ M____ L____ XL____
Adult Sizes S___ M____ L____ XL____ 2XL___

Items being sold at the ILYC during Business Hours OR
Send form & check to -> ILYC - P.O. Box 888 - Dowagiac, MI 49047

Name:___________________________________________
Address:_________________________________________
Phone Number:___________________________

JDS 2020

www.silvercreek2020.com
Paid for by the Committee to Elect Larry Seurynck
"This paid ad is not necessarily an endorsement by the ILYC - our club policy prohibits the endorsement of political candidates."

