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 NOTES FROM THE COMMODORE 
 

Race Day! 
The year was 1964.  It was a year of high school, hootenannies, 

Yacht Club events, folk music harmony, teenage hormones, and sailboat 

racing!  It was his 17th year and any one of dozens of Sunday race days.  

With his crew determined at the last minute by phone or maybe bicycle, 

the race prep begins. 

 

Down to uncover the boat, 

remembering that the sail had been 

left on the boom and wrapped with 

the mainsheet was a bonus.  Race 

starts at 11:00 so his plan was to get 

on the lake, tune the boat, and figure 

out his winds a bit.  Remember the 

teenager part?  Most of those ideas 

came as instruction from his father, 

including the wake-up call, the wind 

analysis, and the timing to get on the 

water before the first gun.  Crew 

punctuality also figured in to the pre-

race formula. 

 

He had several choices for 

crew, each one as competent as the 

other.  They worked hard, endured verbal abuse, and shared the sorrows 

of a loss as well as the joys of a win.  Oh, what great fun it was to win!  

Especially against a bunch of old sailors who’d been racing for many years!  

One of his loyal crew members lived down the road and was a hard worker.  

Another two were girls who lived across the lake and were both efficient 

and beautiful!  He was a lucky skipper! 
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Back to the boat, now uncovered, lines untangled, and the last bit of water that hadn’t found its 

way out of the balers is sponged out.  Keep the boat as light as possible.  Balers closed (a step 

sometimes omitted to the skipper’s lament), lower the hoist, and back the 20-foot C Scow out of its 

berth while enjoying the friendly sounds of the lake communicating with the hull. 

 

They paddle out to the buoy, hook up the painter, and the scow aligns itself into the wind for the 

raising of the big 216 square-foot sail.  Backstays released and don’t forget the battens!  (Been there, 

done that.)  Haul down hard on the halyard getting the sail up to the last bead.  Clew attached, boom 

vang adjusted, leech cord hauled out, and downhaul set for just the right luff.   

 

Bilge boards down and painter released.  Yank the tiller to starboard and watch the bow wind to 

the left, letting the wind fill the sail.  Taking up a starboard tack and aiming for the committee boat, the 

crew secures the windward stay, raises the starboard bilge board, and the boat heels and picks up 

speed.  He loved the broad reach and the speed it could attain in a nice breeze!  And finally, taking a 

deep breath, he checks his watch to see when to expect the first gun. 

 

 

 

Steve Comstock – Commodore Indian Lake Yacht Club 

 

My personal message to our Indian Lake Junior Yacht Clubbers:  Think about the 

rewards you will receive from all the nautical expertise you have access to on our lake!  

Sailing lessons will be coming soon, in-water, socially distanced at the Yacht Club!  

Please sign up and participate!  This is your club and your chance to be inspired and 

enrich your lake experience! 



REMEMBER THESE DATES:  

August 1  7:00pm  Music on the Lake 
August 19  Ladies of the Lake Salad 
Luncheon  TBD  
September 6  6:00pm  Dinner and Annual 
Meeting 

 
Please continue to check the Bilge-Water 

Bulletin weekly for further updates. 

 

FUEL SERVICE 

Gas at the ILYC is available on:  

Thursday from 2:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.  

Saturday and Sunday  
from 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
 

The ILYC accepts credit card payments for 

its marine-grade gas sales.  Payment may 

also be made by cash or check.  

There is "curbside" service on the deck for 

ice, candy, and cold drinks. Payments can 

be made by credit card or depositing cash in 

the money jar.  Change will not be made for 

cash payments due to health and safety 

concerns. 

 

SAILING 

We finally got a nice breeze for sailing and 

were able to get in a couple races.  There 

was a good sized fleet with 11 boats in the 

first race and 10 in the second.  The wind 

blew from the east at about 8-9 mph.  

The first race was a Windward-Leeward 

with two laps and the start in the middle of 

the course.  The starting line buoy kept 

drifting downwind so we abandoned this 

approach for the 2nd race.  Thank you to 

Garry Elghammer for repositioning the buoy 

a couple of times during the race.  

The second race was Windward-Leeward 

with two and a half laps.  Not many motor 

boats on the water so there were fewer 

waves for the sailors to contend with.  

Big thanks to Rick, Woody, and Marcy on 

the committee boat and Garry on the crash 

boat, equipped with a walkie talkie for fast 

response. 

MC Scow Race Results 

from Sunday, July 26 

Sail # Skipper Race 1 Race 2 

909 Becca Meyer 11 8 

1029 Scott McIntyre 3 4 

1719 Ed Swierczerski 7 7 

1819 Tom Tucker 1 5 

1900 B.J. Hague 2 1 

2032 Bart Pierce 4 6 

2263 Kathy 
Elghammer 

5 3 

2354 Jim Noland 
sailing for  
John Smith 

6 DNS 

2365 Dave Benton 10 10 

2680 Bob Buddig 8 2 

2709 Tom Buddig 9 9 

 

-John Smith, Fleet Captain 

 

LAKE ACTIVITIES 

 

Pickleball 

It was another wonderful week on the 

courts.  Again we want to thank the Indian 

Lake Hills Golf Course owners for making 

the facilities available!! 



New players came this week including 

Kathy and Scott Willis, Dave and Lois 

Benton, Eva Speedy, and Cory Murphy.  

They all seemed to like their introduction to 

the game and promised to come back and 

play again.  All the games played were 

competitive and close in score. 

 

The photos tell the story!! 

 

Helen Marzke and Karl Thompson talking 

game strategy 

 

 

 

Cory Murphy and Jim Rubino  

preparing to serve 

 

 

Eva and Karl ready for court action 

 

 

 

Sarah and Turp hitting the ball 

 

 

 

Lois Benton and Jim Rubino  

defend their side of the court 

 

Thanks to Jim Rose and Jim Rubino for 

power washing the courts and weed control. 

Everyone appreciates your hard work. 

See you on the courts. 

-Turp North 



LAKE NEWS 

 
Highland Shores 

Over the weekend of July 17 & 18, Porter, 

the infamous wandering neighborhood dog, 

spent countless hours playing with and 

entertaining Benton grandchildren and 

friends.  Other neighbors tried to coax him 

away from our group, but Porter revealed 

his preference for young children as his 

primary playmates. 

Following their departure, Lois (Benton) 

Augustson and 2 of her granddaughters 

arrived.  They spent the next 3 days in 

sailing camp.  Originally enrolled for sailing 

instruction to be conducted by Melges on 

Geneva Lake and cancelled, Grandma Lois, 

a former "C" boat sailor, decided to become 

an instructor and brought them to Indian 

Lake where she conducted a 3 day mini-

camp.  

 

  

Grandma Lois and 2 of her granddaughters 

on a familiar MC Scow 

 

 

Ahoy to two new sailors! 

All enjoyed their stay and the girls got time 

on both an MC Scow and a Sunfish, capped 

off with the girls going out alone on the 

Sunfish. 

-Dave Benton 

 
Ascension Borgess Hospital and 
Foundation Wine and Beer Tasting Event  

Dear Friends of Ascension Borgess Hospital 
and Foundation: 

The Committee, the Foundation Board, and 
Ascension Borgess-Lee Hospital appreciate 
the amazing support Indian Lake residents 
have given to the Wine and Beer Tasting 
Event for the past 8 years.  Unfortunately, 
due to the pandemic, the Foundation Board 
made the difficult decision to cancel the 
2020 event.  The absence of this fundraiser 
will have a large impact on the Foundation 
and its ability to assist with hospital needs 
this year.  Critical Access Hospitals, like 
Ascension Borgess-Lee, are extremely 
dependent on donations for equipment and 
patient care. 

Saturday, August 1st, would have been the 
date for this year’s Wine and Beer Tasting 
Event.  Last year, this event raised $40,000 
which provided upgrades for surgical 
equipment.  This year the Foundation had 



planned to use the funds to upgrade the 
radiology department in the Women’s 
Health Center which provides a private and 
comfortable area for women to receive 
treatment. 

We are all deeply saddened on how 
COVID-19 has affected our families, 
businesses, and lives.  Nonetheless, the 
need is still there despite the event’s 
cancellation.  Please consider a donation to 
the Foundation.  You can make your check 
payable to:  

Ascension Borgess-Lee Foundation 
Attn: Beth Cripe 
420 West High Street 
Dowagiac, MI 49047 
 
Sincerely, 
Tom Carlson, Beth Cripe, and Brooke Thrall 

 
 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
 
 
FOR SALE 
 
Boat Lift   
4,000 lb capacity lift  
$500.00  
Call Jason Drougas at 312-446-0941 
 
 
FOUND 
 
Two floaties in lake  

 
Contact Kris to claim at 
Jvangennep@att.net 

THE BILGE-WATER BULLETIN 
CLASSIFIED ADS 

 
 The text for a classified ad should 

consist of a brief description of the 
item, the asking price, and a contact 
person with a phone number. 

 Each classified ad should include 
one item only.  An exception will be 
made for garage sales. 

 The cost for a classified ad with text 
only is $15.00. 

 The cost for a classified ad with text 
and one business card size picture 
is $25.00. 

 The cost for a classified ad with text 
and two business card size pictures 
is $40.00. 

 There is a two picture maximum per 
ad. 

 Lost, Found, and Free Classified 
Ads are free of charge. 

 All Classified Ads run for two weeks.  
 If you would like any item (for sale, 

lost, found, or free) to run another 
two weeks, consecutively or at a 
different time, please send an email 
to ilycbilge@gmail.com 

 Payment for Classified Ads should 
be sent to: 
Indian Lake Yacht Club 
P.O. Box 888 
Dowagiac, MI 49047 

 
 

Editor’s Note 
 
Thank you to everyone who sent articles 
and pictures for this week’s newsletter.  
Please be a part of the Indian Lake 
community and help us with your 
contributions.   
 
The deadline for submitting articles, photos, 
and classified ads is Monday at 12:00 
noon for any items to appear in Friday’s 
Bilge-Water Bulletin.  Please send all emails 
to ilycbilge@gmail.com. 
 
-Deb Raffin 

mailto:Jvangennep@att.net


Our Advertisers Deserve Your Patronage - Please Support Them!!!

Floyd Jerdon Tom Jerdon

(269) 782-4000
www.jerdon.net

LET US LURE THE RIGHT BUYERS
FOR YOUR LAKE PROPERTY

Established 1950

“Specializing in Cleanup”

• Tree Removal • Trimming Dead Wooding
• Land Clearing • Stump Grinding
Storm Damage • Crane Service

60 & 70 Ft. High Ranger

• Satisfaction Guaranteed •
Fully Insured For All Your Tree Care Needs

ISA Certified Arborists on Staff
Dan Williams MI-3971A • Jacob Williams MI-4282A

HARDWOOD • SHREDDED • COLORIZED

Serta, Simmons,
Number Beds, Adjustable Bases

HOURS
M-T-Th-F  10-7
WED    10-3
SAT

comfortsleep.com
FREE DROP-OFF

JOE AGOSTINO - INDIAN LAKE

574-250-9329
574-255-8721

Town and Country Shopping Center
2344 Miracle Lane - Mishawaka, IN 

    10-6
CLOSED SUNDAYS AND HOLIDAYS



Our Advertisers Deserve Your Patronage - Please Support Them!!!

50

Making you 
feel at home 
for over 50 

Years!



Ben Tressmer24/7 Service
Free Estimates
Can Reach Any Heights
Mold Removal Off Siding & Stone
Free consultation For Window Warranties
Professional Window Cleaning Since 1990
Professional & Courteous Well Trained Crew
Service From Michigan to Greater Chicago Area

269.325.9393

WINDOW CLEANING

COVID-19: Exterior window cleaning preferred. 
Interior window cleaning available if proper social 
distancing measures can be maintained.

Ê
ÊCome try all of our favorites! 

  Spend $10.00 or more (before tax)    
and receive $1.00 off your order 

OR 
Buy any large pizza and receive one 

free topping choice 
(Coupon valid for only ONE .
May not be combined with any other coupons)

  Valid until closing 2020 

Our Advertisers Deserve Your Patronage - Please Support Them!!!



Now Open!
Full Service 

Retail
Meat Market

• Locally Raised

• Michigan Meat

• USDA Prime Beef

• Wild Game Processing

Find us on Facebook for weekly specials!

Who’s Handling Your Meat?

269-208-4970
5976 Old Pipestone Rd

Eau Claire MI 49111

Our Advertisers Deserve Your Patronage - Please Support Them!!!

 SPECIALIZING IN SALES, SERVICE, STORAGE AND RENTALS 
 USED PONTOON AND SPEEDBOATS STARTING AT $4,999 
 HUGE SELECTION OF TUBES, WAKEBOARDS, ALL BATTERY 

SIZES,  PARTS, & ACCESSORIES 
 BIG DISCOUNTS ON NON- CURRENT HARRIS PONTOONS 

AND MASTERCRAFT WAKEBOARD BOATS 

 

   

Lake Effect PowerSports 
AN ELITE DEALER OF MASTERCRAFT CENTURION HARRIS PONTOONS SEADOO KAWASAKI MERCURY AND SHORESTATION 

SISTER LAKES LOCATION: 

67990 WEST M-152 
Tuesday–Saturday 10-5, Sunday 11-2 

269.944.5577 
 

 

15% OFF         
ANY IN-STOCK 

ACCESSORY 
WITH THIS AD 

Now Open!
Full Service 

Retail
Meat Market

• Locally Raised

• Michigan Meat

• USDA Prime Beef

• Wild Game Processing

Find us on Facebook for weekly specials!

Who’s Handling Your Meat?



JD’s Marina
330 N M-140 Watervliet, Mi 49098 • PHONe:269-463-6511 • WWW.jdsMariNa.cOM

• NeW & Used bOats available
• PONtOON reNtals
• bOat sales & service
• MecHaNical rePairs
• Pick UP & delivery
• bOat stOrage available
• WiNterizatiON
• sHriNk WraP

HeWitt lifts & dOcks

Patronize Our Advertisers For Quality Products and Dependable Service

“Serving all Southwest Michigan”

CARPETS UPHOLSTERY
TILE & GROUT CLEANING

Mention this ad for 
$20 off any service (269) 782-9446

304 EAST DIVISION STREET
DOWAGIAC, MI 49047

(269) 782-5488
FAX (269) 782-9278

• ALL TYPES OF
BUSINESS PRINTING
• OFFICE SUPPLIES

• COLOR COPIES • FAX SERVICE

Sprague’s Family Fun Farm
33120 Middle Crossing Rd
Dowagiac, MI 49047
269-782-8578
Open June - October
Daily 9 am - 6 pm

Fruits & Vegetables in season.
We specialize in sweet corn & baked goods too!

www.spraguesfamilyfunfarm.com

Open
June

26

preferredprintingdowagiac@gmail.com



Our Advertisers Deserve Your Patronage - Please Support Them!!!

Furnishings for your Home and Cottage
Living Room • Bedroom • Dining Room • Matresses • Unique Accessories 

Gifts & Home Decor • Special Orders Always Welcomed

57530 M 51 S Dowagiac, MI 49047 • HOURS: M-F 9-6 • Wed 9-8 • Sat 9-5

[269] 782-5020
800-884-5020

www.imperialfurnituredowagiac.com

  

     EAU CLAIRE FRUIT EXCHANGE 

     6486 WEST MAIN  EAU CLAIRE, MI  49111  

269 461-6977   WWW.ECFRUITEXCHANGE.COM 

 
              Indian Lake Hills Golf Course  

             “The Landmark on the Lake” 
 

 … 27 Holes … 
Fun and challenging,  

Weekday Early Bird and Everyday Twilight rates.   
Walk or Ride 9, 18 or 27. 

… Driving Range … 
NEW VENDING BALL MACHINE  

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 

… Pro Shop Merchandise …  
Golf Apparel, Indian Lake Sweatshirts, Tee Shirts, Hats  

and all the basic necessities.  

… Bar & Grill … 
TAKE OUT SERVICE 

BEER, SPIRITS & FOOD.  
SUBJECT TO CHANGE  

 
  Call or go online for more information 

55321 Brush Lake Road   Eau Claire, MI  49111  
   (269) 782-2540     indianlakehills.com. 

 

 
 

 

57470 M-51 S
Dowagiac, MI 49047

 

Providing year-around and seasonal weekly or bi-
weekly home visits checking on the well-being of your 
vacation home. 

Visits include – visual inspection of exterior/interior, 
cycling appliances, water on/off, flushing water 
system, temp and humidity check. Customized to 
your home.  Visit our website for further information 

   ACCREDITED–INSURED–BONDED 
        Contact us for a free consultation 
269-281-4584 – info@mihomewatch.com 
             Website: mihomewatch.com 

           



Our Advertisers Deserve Your Patronage - Please Support Them!!!

PIPESTONE CREEK 
GOLF COURSE

THE GOLF COURSE
FOR THE REST OF US!

6768 Naomi Road
Eau Claire, MI 49111
269-944-1611

18 hole public course less than 
10 miles from Indian Lake!

Check us out at:
www.pipestonecreekgc.com

or on Facebook
for rates and specials



Our Advertisers Deserve Your Patronage - Please Support Them!!!

Bilge Water
Bulletin Readers

Reminder: Please support our 

advertisers, as they are what 

help to bring you this weekly 

communication.





 

 

 

  Sheree L. Slott    Summer at Indian Lake
Licensed MLS Realtor & Associate Broker   Indian Lake Listings:  All else sold! 

 

 33470 Forest Beach St. 

4 BR, 2 Bath Landmark Peninsula 
Cottage 151’ Waterfront, 140’ Channel 
front 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Give me a call anytime 
       269 501-5408 

 
STAY SAFE OUT THERE!  
 

Email: shereeslott@cressyeverett.com   
Web: cressyeverett.com/shereeslott  

 
Only Licensed Realtors have access to the    

National and Regional power of the National  

Association of Realtors MLS ©. 

mailto:shereeslott@cressyeverett.com


Paid for by the  Committee to Elect Larry Seurynck

 www.silvercreek2020.com

"This paid ad is not necessarily an endorsement by the ILYC - our club policy prohibits the endorsement of political candidates."





The Indian Lake Improvement Association 

Due to social distancing restrictions, the ILIA will be holding its 
August 22nd 2020 Annual Member Meeting at 10:00am at the Open Pavilion at Sacred Heart of Mary 
Catholic Church 51841 Leach Rd. The current state of the various improvement efforts will be 
updated, and the annual membership election of officers and directors will take place. Ballots for 
voting will be available at 9:45am. Masks are required and seating will be 6’ apart.  

Directions: Indian Lake Rd. 2.5 miles north of School St. to Topash St., East on Topash St. 3 miles to 
Leach Rd., left on Leach Rd., Sacred Heart of Mary Church is on the right. The pavilion is covered 
outdoors. Approx. 11 minutes travel time. 

ILIA Officers and Board of Directors Ballot 2020 Below are excerpts from the Bios we received, 
and also takeaways from our conversations during the interviewing process. We believe this to be 
an extremely solid slate of candidates who all have strong skills & talents that will help our efforts. 

Chair Position    Keith Anderson – Unopposed   Currently Acting Chair of the ILIA Board.  First 
elected to the ILIA Board in 2015 and re- elected in 2018.  As Chair, my key immediate goals would 
be to (i) find and successfully implement a new, effective solution for the North Inlet problem with 
all required permits and licenses, (ii) obtain Silver Creek Township’s renewal of our Special 
Assessment District for weed control, and (iii) continue to improve transparency and participation in 
ILIA Board and Membership. 

Vice Chair Position   Brian McNary – Unopposed    Served on the ILIA board as a Director for the 

last year, heading up the Mann Drain / North Inlet Committee. Avid fisherman, active on the fish 

committee and fund raising for our fish stocking program. Keeper of the Indian Lake sand bar buoys.  

Served on numerous school and church boards. Husband to Missy and Dad to Zach “the Bass 

Assassin”. Wish to keep Indian Lake clean and healthy.  

Secretary   Maria Bazan – Unopposed    We have been very active in the ILIA as members and 
believe it is doing good work to preserve and protect the health of our beautiful lake. Have 
experience in my career working with Committees and Boards as a staff liaison; attending meetings, 
helping to create agendas, and creating minutes and action item lists. Hope to be a contributor to 
the well-being of Indian Lake. 

Director – Remaining 1 year term      One (1) position open. 

Emmett Thiessen   I have been an enthusiastic supporter of the many undertakings that have been 
made to improve the quality and safety of beautiful Indian Lake. I have served on the ILIA board as Vice 
Chair and/or board member for the past twelve years.  The board has three major challenges ahead; 
renew the SAD, filter out the nutrients flowing into the lake, and get the weed harvester back on the 
lake.  I would like to continue to serve the ILIA until those accomplishments have been successfully met. 

Lisa Gammon   I first want to thank you as the ILIA, for all the hard work everyone has done over the 
years.  Indian Lake stands above many of the other lakes near us, because of your diligent work.  I have 
always been proud to say I am from Indian Lake and that is because of what the ILIA has accomplished in 
the years of committed efforts. .  My parents were introduced to Indian Lake when they were in high 
school and they bought their first cottage in 1950. After all these years, I would like to give back to the 



lake I love. I have experience as a team member on community boards in the past. I am very committed 
to Indian Lake and think weed control & aeration are important to keeping her healthy. 

Director – 3 year term     Three (3) Positions open. 

Joe Campbell Since 1998, President and CEO of Tricor Automotive Group, Inc. with over $2B in assets. 
I have served on numerous condo and non-profit boards as well as corporate boards, both private and 
public companies.  

My family has been in the area since the 1800s, my great grandfather a doctor in Dowagiac in the late 
1800s and early 1900s. We have personally been on the lake since the 60s. My mother spent her 
summers with her grandmother at Beachwood and taught her to swim when she was 93. My wife and I 
purchased our cottage on Orchard Bluff in 1990 which is now occupied by our children and 
grandchildren.  We recently completed a new summer home next door to our original cottage.  Love 
Indian Lake and want work to keep good water quality, weed control, nutrient control & fish stocked. 

Angelo Ippolito   I spent over 25 years in a corporate environment. The last 20 some have been spent 
owning and running our own business. I understand the value of working with others to achieve what is 
needed to be successful.  

We love the lake, the people here, and this area. Personally I’ve learned much about the lake and its 
history and would like to be a part of nurturing what we consider heaven on earth. I wish to be an active 
resident protecting the continuation of a wonderful place for all the residents, their families, and 
friends. Curbing the Mann Drain nutrient flow into the lake, the SAD to control weeds, increasing 
membership & the ILIA website are all important projects to which I would like to contribute. 

Laura Van Dyke-Wall   Our family has a long-time history with Indian Lake which started in 1983 when 
my parents, Peter and Gloria Van Dyke, purchased our cottage.  

Graduate of the University of Illinois with a BA in Communications. I have worked for Quaker 
Oats/PepsiCo for 32 years in Finance, Logistics/Warehousing, Customer Strategy, Commercialization, 
Productivity-Lean Six Sigma, and IT.  Thanks to my varied career experiences, I am an adaptable, quick 
learning and highly collaborative person. I understand how to turn ideas into plans and work 
successfully to achieve goals with people of differing backgrounds, capabilities and experience. I believe 
these skills will translate successfully to serving both Indian Lake and the people who love her. The 
Mann Drain problem and water quality are of primary concern. 

Laura Russell We have seen many improvements to the lake over the years and I would like to 
continue the great work of making our lake a premier lake in Southwest Michigan.   Our home is located 
on the North side of the lake just east of the Mann drain and I have a vested interest in making sure we 
continue to work with the EGLE and the Township to explore alternatives to keep the nitrates/silt from 
entering our lake.  I would also like to see the continuation of the SAD and will assist to get the votes 
needed to get that passed.  I feel it is time to step up and “give back” to the lake. 

My background of being an Accounts Payable Manager for over 25 yrs. gives me the skills of 
organization, attention to details and being a team player and working well with others. 

              This page is paid for by the ILIA to communicate to our members and the lake. 




