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NOTES FROM THE COMMODORE
Can You Believe It?
We’ve made it to issue #9! It seems like such a short time for a
season that normally takes 12 Bilge-Water Bulletins to complete. We have
added 3 more as online only issues (every issue is published online), so
for those of us in the composing, editing, and publishing business, that got
us up to 15 issues! It is our sincere hope that all of you receiving the Bilge
also read it and appreciate what we’re bringing you week after week.
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My thoughts wander a bit this week. So much history to explore
around here in Southwest Michigan, it begs to be written and consumed.
With plenty of future issue content planned, let’s pull out of the doldrums
and do this – get back into the Wayback Machine for, as Monty Python
used to say, “something completely different.”
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Show of hands. How many of you remember the House of David?
How many of you ever heard of the House of David? There are some,
whose memory is better than mine, who will remember playing there,
visiting the zoo, attending musical entertainment, and riding the train.

Even though it was a religious commune, it was a popular amusement park attended by many with no
connection to the Israelite community.
Founded in Benton Harbor as a religious
communal society by Benjamin and Mary Purnell in 1903,
the House of David grew rapidly. In its early years, it
owned about 1,000 acres of land where it grew fruit and
grains, built a cannery, carpenter shop, coach factory,
tailor shop, and laundry. They also produced their own
electricity, built their own schools and hospitals, and had
three brass bands and two orchestras. They had a hotel,
a resort, a restaurant, and even owned an island in Lake
Michigan, which they logged for timber. Their land
holdings had increased to over 100,000 acres.

Things did change in the 1920s after
Benjamin Purnell was charged with
“indiscretion” by a number of underage
female parishioners. After that, it split into
two factions, one of which continued to be
run by his wife as Mary’s House of David
which flourished after his death in 1927.
She regrouped, bought some land and
continued to run what later became the very
popular resort that many of us more “senior”
folks have come to remember. The second
faction called themselves “The Old House of
David”, many of whose members were
clergy. Their membership slowly dwindled over the years and as of 2010 had reported only 3 surviving
members. The fact that the followers were forbidden to procreate had an obvious impact upon the
decline of its population.
Perhaps the most memorable product of the colony was the House of David Baseball Team.
From 1913 to about 1950, they played a rigorous schedule and gained respect among sports
enthusiasts around the country, both for their abilities and their unusual looks. The men were required
to never shave or cut their hair. They were known for their skill and some trick plays, a la the Harlem
Globetrotters. By the late 1920s, they were playing Major, Minor, and Independent league teams. They
even hired some pros to play with them. Babe Ruth once played with the team, donning a fake beard
in the process. For more interesting text and photos, point your web browser at:
https://mashable.com/2017/05/20/house-of-david-baseball-team/
There is so much more depth to this story, and we only have room for these tidbits. If you’re
interested, your research will take you through Wikipedia, Detroit Free Press, and to the House of David
Museum itself on Main Street in St. Joe.

How about this! Did you know that Indian Lake had its own baseball team, too?

Please continue to stay careful, safe, and healthy.

Steve Comstock – Commodore Indian Lake Yacht Club

Event news for Indian Lake Nautical Distancers!

R.P.M.
Returns to the ILYC Stage!
For an epic performance on August 1st
7:00 – 10:00
Please crank up your party barges and join us on the lake to dance and
enjoy the great music of this fine band. Limited space may be available for
bring-your-own-chair social distancing on the yacht club grounds.

Note: This will be our BIG EVENT for this season and the intent is to present it in a way that
entertains and still keeps all partiers safe and healthy. Thank you!

REMEMBER THESE DATES:
July 22 9:37am Ladies of the Lake
Coffee TBD
August 1 7:00pm BIG EVENT Music
on the Lake
August 19 Ladies of the Lake Salad
Luncheon TBD
September 6 6:00pm Dinner and
Annual Meeting
Please continue to check the BilgeWater Bulletin weekly for updates.

SAILING
After weeks of little to no wind for the
sailors, the forecast looked promising for
racing. Race #1 went off beautifully with
winds at 10 – 15 mph. It was fun to
finally see all the boats moving towards
the starting line with full sails and great
speed.

rest of the fleet not far behind. By this
time Mother Nature decided these
sailors needed to go faster and the wind
really whipped up. B.J. came out on top
for a 1st place finish, with Ed holding on
to second, and Tom close behind in
third.
White caps were forming at the end of
the first race, and it was getting too
dangerous for a second race. At the
last minute, race 2 was cancelled due to
excessive wind.
Many thanks to several people are in
order! Thank you to B.J. Hague for
stepping in for John Smith and setting
the course. While waiting for the
second race, Tom Tucker’s forestay
broke and the wind blew him into shore
at Larry Seurynck’s pier at the point.
Bob Buddig saw this and sailed in to
assist Tom in preparing the boat for a
tow while Larry and his family, Emily
and Andrew, kept their scows from
blowing into the sea wall. Bob flagged
down the committee boat and held it
steady while Rick McManaman and
Tom prepared the tow rope. Not an
easy task in big wind and white caps!
We are grateful for their assistance.
Also, thanks to the big wave surf boats
for moving out of the center of the race
course. Whether there is no wind or lots
of wind, the MC sailors have a challenge
with the big waves and surely do
appreciate your recognition and help.

B.J. Hague rounded the first mark in the
lead. At the final turn of the second lap
it was a close race between B.J., Tom
Tucker, and Ed Swierczewski with the

Kathy Elghammer manned the pick up
boat without any crew to keep sailors
safe in case anyone tipped over or had
any other trouble. Fortunately,
everyone made it through the race.
Thanks, Kathy!

One more…Mary Fikes joined Rick and
Mary Lou McManaman on the
Committee Boat and learned how to
time the start, set the starting and finish
lines, and recording. Thanks! It’s good
to have one more person around that
can do this job when needed.
July 12 MC Scow Race Results
Sail #
1900
1719
1819
2680
2709
2248
1029
2365
909

Skipper
B.J. Hague
Ed Swierczewski
Tom Tucker
Bob Buddig
Tom Buddig
Dave Bilder
Scott McIntyre
Dave Benton
Becca Meyer

Race 1
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
DNF

-Mary Lou McManaman

FUEL SERVICE
Gas at the ILYC is available on:
Thursday from 2:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday
from 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
The ILYC accepts credit card payments
for its marine-grade gas sales. Payment
may also be made by cash or check.
There is "curbside" service on the deck
for ice, candy, and cold drinks.
Payments can be made by credit card or
depositing cash in the money jar.
Change will not be made for cash
payments due to health and safety
concerns.

LAKE ACTIVITIES
Ladies Of The Lake
Ladies Of The Lake Morning Coffee
WEDNESDAY, JULY 22
9:37 a.m.
INDIAN LAKE YACHT CLUB
We will gather on the deck of the yacht
club. There is room to practice social
distancing as well as to spread onto the
lawn. Please bring your own lawn
chairs if they provide you more comfort
than the picnic bench seats.
I am researching brewing coffee on the
deck as our Yacht Club has not yet
been opened. I cannot promise hot
coffee or hot water for tea, and treats
MAY be offered. Due to Covid-19, I do
worry that you may not wish to eat
anything home baked so I will search for
a prepackaged alternative! One thing is
for certain, it will be grand to see one
another again. Please come!
Hope to see you on:
Wednesday, July 22 at 9:37 a.m. EDT at
the ILYC on the deck. Consider
bringing your own comfortable chair for
lawn seating!
-Linda North
Pickleball
Another exciting week at the courts at
the Indian Lake Hills Golf Course
pickleball facility. Tuesday, July 7
brought some young players and
observers. Jim Rubino hosted his
granddaughters, Devin and Sloan
Henry. Jim’s wife Carol joined in on

some of the fun by watching several
games. They were very interested in
what Grandpa does on Tuesday and
Saturday mornings.

Barbara and Jim recovering after
close games were played.

Sloan, Devin, and Carol learning the
game their Grandpa plays weekly.
The actual games that day were very
competitive and fun for Angelo Ippolitto,
Jim Rose, Barbara Burlington, and me.
Barb and Jim eeked out a two point
victory over Angelo and me after a
couple lead changes were exchanged.
Everyone played very well!

Jim Rose and Jim Marth playing to get
the serve back from Jim and Barb.

Saturday came and so did the Marth
family! Seven players and their guest,
Charlotte, were a force on the courts.
All of them are skilled players and have
their own paddles and play regularly on
their home court in Illinois.

Carol and Zack
A team that won their games
on Saturday morning.
Zack also developed a
new, wicked serve.

LAKE NEWS
9th Fairway Shores
A fun time was had by our family on the
4th of July!

The Marth pickleball players
Front row: Aubery and Zack
Back row: Conner, Tommie, Ashley
Jim Rose had his grandson Anthony
visiting, and he learned how to play. At
one time the dream of the court creators
came true. All three courts had a
foursome playing games on them. A
sight to behold and love. Unfortunately,
I was playing and did not get a photo but
can tell you the players. On the east
court: Jim Rubino/Barb Burlington vs
Jim Marth/Jim Rose; on center court:
Tommie/Conner vs Ashley/Charlotte; on
the west court: Carol/Zach vs
Anthony/Turp. It was pickleball at its
best.
If you are interested, we have games on
Tuesday and Saturday at 9:32 a.m.
Come join the fun!! I did have a brief
conversation with my neighbors, Kathy
and Scott Willis, about the game so
maybe soon they will have a new
passion in their lives.

We were skiing on Indian Lake and
bringing back 1970s skiing by skiing on
skis from that era. They all know how to
go tubing, wake boarding, and surfing,
but skiing was a new challenge for these
teenagers. Their parents did a lot of
skiing on the lake in the 70s.

Next generation shown in the picture:
Fritz Olthof, Lawton Bouwer, Coy De
Jong, Ella Olthof, Wesley Olthof,
Kade Bouwer, Isaac Olthof.
-Karen Olthof

CLASSIFIED ADS
FOR SALE
Aluminum pier section
3 x 10, $200.00
Call Kim at 708-218-2435

See you on the court.
-Turp North

Porpoise sailboat
Sunfish size, with sail
$400.00
Call Don Blackmond at 269-782-5764

Metal sunfish shore station
With lowering wheel
Lightly used
$750.00
Call Don Blackmond at 269-782-5764
FOUND
A nice ball cap floated up to our shore.
It is blue with USS GEORGE
WASHINGTON CVN-73 embroidered
on it with a semblance of the air craft
carrier and a silhouette of George
Washington. Can be retrieved at 33255
Lakeview Ave. Call Laura at 312-8359573.

A baby pool floating in the lake on the
4th of July after the storm
Contact Donna Van Gennep at
cheerdvg@comcast.net

Liquid Force Life Jacket
Call Austin at 630-450-4774

Red & White checkered ski tube with
black handles and a black bottom. If
you lost this, please collect it at the pier
of Robert Fitzpatrick at 33341 Lakeview
Ave.

THE BILGE-WATER BULLETIN
CLASSIFIED ADS
 The text for a classified ad should
consist of a brief description of
the item, the asking price, and a
contact person with a phone
number.
 Each classified ad should include
one item only. An exception will
be made for garage sales.
 The cost for a classified ad with
text only is $15.00.
 The cost for a classified ad with
text and one business card size
picture is $25.00.
 The cost for a classified ad with
text and two business card size
pictures is $40.00.
 There is a two picture maximum
per ad.

 Lost, Found, and Free Classified
Ads are free of charge.
 All Classified Ads run for two
weeks.
 If you would like any item (for
sale, lost, found, or free) to run
another two weeks, consecutively
or at a different time, please send
an email to ilycbilge@gmail.com
 Payment for Classified Ads
should be sent to:
Indian Lake Yacht Club
P.O. Box 888
Dowagiac, MI 49047

Colorful Coleslaw Recipe

Editor’s Note

Ingredients:
• 1 cup Mayonnaise or half Mayo and
half Miracle Whip
• 1 Tbsp. lemon juice
• 1 Tbsp. cider vinegar
• 1 Tbsp. Dijon mustard
• 1 Tbsp. Celery seed
• 1 Tbsp. sugar
• Pepper (lots for me) and a little salt to
taste
• 6 cups shredded cabbage, red is more
colorful but either is fine – or both
• 1 – 2 cups shredded carrot
• 1/2 cup chopped bell pepper, red,
green or yellow
• 5 – 6 Green onions, white and green
parts, chopped fine

Thank you to everyone who sent articles
and pictures for this week’s newsletter.
The Indian Lake Yacht Club and BilgeWater Bulletin are community efforts,
and we want you to be a part of the
community. Please help us with your
contributions.

Preparation:
Combine mayonnaise, lemon juice,
mustard, vinegar, sugar, and salt in
large bowl
Fold in cabbage, bell pepper and carrots
Add celery seed & pepper
Chill
-Jim Slott

Your personal stories and memories
enhance our lake newsletter. I like to
place these articles under LAKE NEWS
and identify the lake neighborhood.
Please include your lake neighborhood
with your communication.
Feel free to share stories of your family
history and home on the lake, special
events happening in your family or lake
neighborhood, recipes, boating, lake life,
jokes, or any other topics of interest.
The deadline for submitting articles,
photos, and classified ads is Monday at
12:00 noon for any items to appear in
Friday’s Bilge-Water Bulletin. Please
send all emails to
ilycbilge@gmail.com.
I look forward to hearing from you.
–Deb Raffin

INDIAN LAKE
IMPROVEMENT
ASSOCIATION

Fish Committee Report
As a bit of history…Walleye fingerlings were first introduced into Indian Lake in 2001, 2003, and 2011
by the Lake Association. No records have been found indicating the numbers of fingerlings stocked.
However, the term “fingerling” indicates they were very small. MDNR fish management officials
estimate that only a small percentage of these fingerlings might have survived to become adult
Walleye, and the survivors have probably been removed by fishing pressure.
Many lake residents might recall that the ILIA Fish Committee chose to again stock Walleye in 2015
and 2018 in the 6-8” size. The committee recommended this species knowing that the MDNR Lake
Study stated that the Northern Pike population, while still present and reproducing in the lake, had
diminished and the lake biomass needed another predator fish to reduce the small or ”runt” fish
population. The Committee was also aware that Walleye were not a natural fish to our lake, nor was
our lake conducive to their reproduction. The Walleye stocking seemed to follow previous actions
and appeared to be the best recommendation at the time. However, hindsight now tells us that while
that species was a good predator, it was also a “great meal.” Rapidly losing the Walleye to fishing
pressure and no reproduction was defeating our goal. The committee decided that we had to find an
alternative to Walleye.
The committee had previously talked about Northern Pike as a stocking option, but that idea was put
on the back burner due to cost. Earlier this spring I was approached by two different individuals
about initiating an aggressive program to restore the Northern Pike population in our lake. An
aggressive program means stocking each year if MDNR would approve. The Northern Pike
population has diminished significantly since the 1990s but is still present and reproducing in the lake.
Stocking Northern Pike would be “costly” since it is best to stock these fish in the 10-14” range. These
same two individuals graciously indicated they would spearhead a fund raising initiative for stocking
program. The committee has discussed and approved moving forward with new program to stock the
Northern Pike.
In summary, MDNR has been contacted about stocking Northern Pike and was pleased that we are
considering a species which is natural to our lake. The ILIA Board at their 6/28 meeting approved the
Fish Committee's request to stock Northern Pike. The approval was not specific to numbers and will
be based upon our contact with various fish farms to determine availability. Normally orders are
placed with the suppliers in the spring; therefore, we are getting a late start. So let me end this report
on a good note and say that over $2000.00 has already been raised since the Board approved our
stocking program. If the COVID-19 situation allows better contact next year, a new Indian Lake TShirt will be available for sale to support the fish fund. Jump aboard and help us. Thanks.
-Marty Kleva
This page in the Bilge-Water Bulletin is paid for by the ILIA, a non-profit corporation “to preserve,
protect, and improve the quality of Indian Lake, Dowagiac, Michigan" and to communicate to our
members & the lake.
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“Specializing in Cleanup”

Serta, Simmons,
Number Beds, Adjustable Bases

574-250-9329
574-255-8721
M-T-Th-F
WED
SAT

HOURS

10-7
10-3
10-6

• Tree Removal • Trimming Dead Wooding
• Land Clearing • Stump Grinding
Storm Damage • Crane Service
60 & 70 Ft. High Ranger

• Satisfaction Guaranteed •
Fully Insured For All Your Tree Care Needs
ISA Certified Arborists on Staff
Dan Williams MI-3971A • Jacob Williams MI-4282A

comfortsleep.com
FREE DROP-OFF
JOE AGOSTINO - INDIAN LAKE

CLOSED SUNDAYS AND HOLIDAYS
Town and Country Shopping Center
2344 Miracle Lane - Mishawaka, IN

HARDWOOD • SHREDDED • COLORIZED

LET US LURE THE RIGHT BUYERS

FOR YOUR LAKE PROPERTY

(269) 782-4000
Floyd Jerdon

Tom Jerdon

www.jerdon.net

Established 1950
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50
Making you
feel at home
for over 50
Years!
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Ben Tressmer

24/7 Service
269.325.9393
Free Estimates
Can Reach Any Heights
Mold Removal Off Siding & Stone
Free consultation For Window Warranties
Professional Window Cleaning Since 1990
Professional & Courteous Well Trained Crew
Service From Michigan to Greater Chicago Area

Ê
Come try all of our favorites!
Ê

Spend $10.00 or more (before tax)
and receive $1.00 off your order
OR
Buy any large pizza and receive one
free topping choice
(Coupon valid for only ONE
.
May not be combined with any other coupons)
Valid until closing 2020

WINDOW CLEANING

COVID-19: Exterior window cleaning preferred.
Interior window cleaning available if proper social
distancing measures can be maintained.
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Who’s Handling
Handling Your
Your Meat?
Meat?
Who’s

Now Open!
Open!
Now
Full Service
Service
Full
Retail
Retail
Meat Market
Market
Meat
LocallyRaised
Raised
••Locally
MichiganMeat
Meat
••Michigan

269-208-4970
5976 Old Pipestone Rd
Eau Claire MI 49111

USDAPrime
PrimeBeef
Beef
••USDA
WildGame
GameProcessing
Processing
••Wild
Findus
uson
onFacebook
Facebookfor
forweekly
weeklyspecials!
specials!
Find

15% OFF
ANY IN-STOCK
ACCESSORY
WITH THIS AD

Lake Effect PowerSports
AN ELITE DEALER OF MASTERCRAFT CENTURION HARRIS PONTOONS SEADOO KAWASAKI MERCURY AND SHORESTATION

SPECIALIZING IN SALES, SERVICE, STORAGE AND RENTALS
USED PONTOON AND SPEEDBOATS STARTING AT $4,999
HUGE SELECTION OF TUBES, WAKEBOARDS, ALL BATTERY
SIZES, PARTS, & ACCESSORIES
BIG DISCOUNTS ON NON- CURRENT HARRIS PONTOONS
AND MASTERCRAFT WAKEBOARD BOATS

SISTER LAKES LOCATION:

67990 WEST M-152
Tuesday–Saturday 10-5, Sunday 11-2

269.944.5577

Patronize Our Advertisers For Quality Products and Dependable Service

JD’s Marina

330 N M-140 Watervliet, Mi 49098 • PHONe:269-463-6511 • WWW.jdsMariNa.cOM

• NeW & Used bOats available
• PONtOON reNtals
• bOat sales & service
• MecHaNical rePairs
• Pick UP & delivery
• bOat stOrage available
• WiNterizatiON
• sHriNk WraP

HeWitt lifts & dOcks

“Serving all Southwest Michigan”

CARPETS UPHOLSTERY
TILE & GROUT CLEANING
Mention this ad for
$20 off any service

(269) 782-9446

304 EAST DIVISION STREET
DOWAGIAC, MI 49047
(269) 782-5488
FAX (269) 782-9278

• ALL TYPES OF
BUSINESS PRINTING
• OFFICE SUPPLIES
• COLOR COPIES • FAX SERVICE
preferredprintingdowagiac@gmail.com

Sprague’s Family Fun Farm

33120 Middle Crossing Rd
Dowagiac, MI 49047
269-782-8578

Open
June
26

Open June - October
Daily 9 am - 6 pm
Fruits & Vegetables in season.
We specialize in sweet corn & baked goods too!
www.spraguesfamilyfunfarm.com

Our Advertisers Deserve Your Patronage - Please Support Them!!!

Indian Lake Hills Golf Course
“The Landmark on the Lake”

… 27 Holes …
Fun and challenging,
Weekday Early Bird and Everyday Twilight rates.
Walk or Ride 9, 18 or 27.

… Driving Range …
NEW VENDING BALL MACHINE
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

… Pro Shop Merchandise …
Golf Apparel, Indian Lake Sweatshirts, Tee Shirts, Hats
and all the basic necessities.

… Bar & Grill …
TAKE OUT SERVICE
BEER, SPIRITS & FOOD.
SUBJECT TO CHANGE

Call or go online for more information
55321 Brush Lake Road Eau Claire, MI 49111
(269) 782-2540
indianlakehills.com.

EAU CLAIRE FRUIT EXCHANGE
6486 WEST MAIN

EAU CLAIRE, MI 49111

269 461-6977 WWW.ECFRUITEXCHANGE.COM

57470 M-51 S
Dowagiac, MI 49047

Providing year-around and seasonal weekly or biweekly home visits checking on the well-being of your
vacation home.
Visits include – visual inspection of exterior/interior,
cycling appliances, water on/off, flushing water
system, temp and humidity check. Customized to
your home. Visit our website for further information

Furnishings for your Home and Cottage
Living Room • Bedroom • Dining Room • Matresses • Unique Accessories
Gifts & Home Decor • Special Orders Always Welcomed
57530 M 51 S Dowagiac, MI 49047 • HOURS: M-F 9-6 • Wed 9-8 • Sat 9-5
[269] 782-5020
800-884-5020

www.imperialfurnituredowagiac.com

ACCREDITED–INSURED–BONDED
Contact us for a free consultation
269-281-4584 – info@mihomewatch.com
Website: mihomewatch.com
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PIPESTONE CREEK
GOLF COURSE
THE GOLF COURSE
FOR THE REST OF US!
6768 Naomi Road
Eau Claire, MI 49111
269-944-1611

18 hole public course less than
10 miles from Indian Lake!
Check us out at:
www.pipestonecreekgc.com
or on Facebook
for rates and specials
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Bilge Water
Bulletin Readers

Reminder: Please support our
advertisers, as they are what
help to bring you this weekly
communication.

Sheree L. Slott
Licensed MLS Realtor & Associate Broker

Summer at Indian Lake
Indian Lake Listings:
33470 Forest Beach St.
4 BR, 2 Bath Landmark Peninsula Cottage
151’ Waterfront, 140’ Channel front
54949 Highland Drive
SALE PENDING
54645 Park Lane
SALE PENDING

Please Welcome Your New
Indian Lake Neighbors:
Beth & Patrick Callaghan - 33350 InnD-Inn
Shawn & Heidi de Laforet - 55366 Indian
Lake Road

Henry Preis - 54821 Highland Drive
54949 Highland Drive – Sale Pending
91807 CR 690 49047

For all Your Real Estate Needs
Give me a call 269 501-5408
Real Effort! – Real Results!

Top Area Real Estate Company Since 1946

Email: shereeslott@cressyeverett.com
Web: cressyeverett.com/shereeslott

STAY SAFE OUT THERE!
Only Licensed Realtors have access to the
National and Regional power of the National
Association of Realtors MLS ©.

www.silvercreek2020.com
Paid for by the Committee to Elect Larry Seurynck
"This paid ad is not necessarily an endorsement by the ILYC - our club policy prohibits the endorsement of political candidates."

