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NOTES FROM THE COMMODORE
Keep the Faith!
Your Indian Lake Yacht Club Board of Directors continues to struggle with
whether to resume social events that we’ve all come to love and enjoy over previous
seasons. As of right now, several events have been canceled, but a few have been
tabled, awaiting later judgement. One or two will be scheduled to take place based
upon their compatibility with social distancing and public health and safety. Please
stay tuned for further notices.
In most of our previous Bilges, I promised you that the COVID conversation
would continue. While not as entertaining as other Bilge articles, its importance is
high on the list of things about which we should remain seriously aware. The main
reason I bring this up should be obvious. Every soul among us has a friend, relative,
or loved one for whom the threat of this disease could be deadly. No joke!
At the time of this writing in the US we have over 2.3 million confirmed cases,
and 122 thousand deaths. Simple math tells us that is a death rate of 5.3%. In
Michigan, there have been 6,087 deaths out of 67,545 confirmed cases. That’s 9%!
Indiana has a 6% death rate and Illinois’ is lowest at 4.9%. While the temptation
might exist to call this a good score, the reality is a lot more complicated.
For example, in Michigan yesterday (Saturday), there were 146 new confirmed
cases and 3 deaths. In Illinois yesterday, there were 22 deaths out of 658 new
confirmed cases! See where I’m going with this? Due to Governor Whitmer’s efforts
to keep the disease contained, Michigan’s curve has flattened and appears to be
headed in the right direction. Interpretation of Illinois daily numbers might indicate
they’re headed the other direction, even though their long-term statistics appear
better.
In our daily interaction with the general public, i.e. grocery, hardware, etc., we
are amazed how many people act like nothing is going on. No face masks, no
protection, no social distancing, just a cavalier attitude without regard to safety of
others. As if there is no threat of disease, many are jumping at the first opportunity
to race back into the bars and restaurants as restrictions are lifted. Now, I’m not
saying that we don’t all want to resume some normalcy while continuing to protect
one another, but with the loosening of government restriction, the science is
predicting another wave of confirmed cases.
Disclaimer: we have trepidatiously headed back to local restaurants, ourselves.
I now leave the COVID soapbox and return you to our regularly scheduled program.

Junior Yacht Club
Yesterday was spent working on a syllabus for beginning sailboat training. We have at least 2 sessions
planned, starting with a Zoom class for all interested juniors (and adults, too!). We will schedule this as soon as
we have a database of names and emails. This will be followed by an in-water class at the Yacht Club, taught
by knowledgeable instructors who will teach and entertain your Indian Lake Youth in a safe and social distanced
manner. I urge all parents of current and future JYC-ers to fill out our online registration form (no obligation).
Here’s how you get to it:
https://www.indianlakeyachtclub.org
From the front page, click on Jr Yacht Club Info and Registration form. Please fill out and submit the
form asap and the results will immediately go to our Junior Yacht Club Chair, Mary Usterbowski. She will then
compile the contact data you provide and send out dates and times for our classes. Let’s get all the sign-ups
done before July 1st so we can schedule our classes!
You may begin your study here:

Steve Comstock – Commodore Indian Lake Yacht Club

REMEMBER THESE DATES:
July 15 5:37pm Open Grill Night
July 22 9:37am Ladies of the Lake
Coffee TBD
August 8 7:00pm Music on the Lake
August 19 Ladies of the Lake Salad
Luncheon TBD
September 6 6:00pm Dinner and
Annual Meeting
Please continue to check the BilgeWater Bulletin weekly for updates.

Boating Safety Class

Indian Lake Yacht Club has been
privileged in past years to have the
Cass County Sheriff’s Marine Division
offer the Boating Safety Class at the
Yacht Club. However, due to COVID-19
pandemic restrictions this year, all
Boater Safety Education must take
place online. It’s very easy to do and
allows unlimited attempts to pass and
receive the Lifetime Boater Education
Card.
Here’s where to surf to take the course:
https://www.boat-ed.com/michigan/
-Steve Comstock, Commodore

FUEL SERVICE
Gas at the ILYC is available on
Thursday from 2:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday
from 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
4th of July Holiday
Fuel Service Schedule
Thursday – Sunday
from 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
The ILYC accepts credit card payments
for its marine-grade gas sales. Payment
may also be made by cash or check.
There is "curbside" service on the deck
for ice, candy, and cold drinks.
Payments can be made by credit card or
depositing cash in the money jar.
Change will not be made for cash
payments due to health and safety
concerns.

SAILING
Fathers (and others) got a day off as the
wind was too unpredictable and spotty
to have a successful race last weekend.
We will try again this coming Sunday
and will be sailing every Sunday this
summer with the exception of July 26.
-John Smith, Fleet Captain

ILYC Sunfish
We are nearly ready to begin allowing
ILYC members to take out the Sunfish
sailboat at the club. If you are
interested in going for a sail, please
contact me or any other ILYC board
member. Our plans not only include
allowing people to take the boat out for
a pleasure sail, but to have volunteer
sailing instructors available to go out to
show you the ropes. Look for more
announcements and information in
forthcoming Bilge-Water Bulletins.
Here are some general rules:
• Must be ILYC member
• Usage is limited to ILYC hours of
operation unless prior arrangements
made
• Waiver of liability form required
• Life jackets are required on board for
all
• Must check-in with ILYC attendant
prior to sailing
• There will be a clipboard for Sunfish
Sign Up inside the ILYC clubhouse
• First time or limited experienced
sailors need to go out with one of our
volunteer instructors
• Experienced sailors still need a
volunteer to assist with rigging and/or
just to “check out” the boat
-John Smith, Fleet Captain

LAKE ACTIVITIES
Volunteer(s) Needed
As the search continues for someone to
assume the role of route delivery
coordinator for the Southwest corner of
the lake, I'd like to thank all of the
people currently on my delivery roster.
Additionally, a special thanks goes out
to Kathy and Garry Elghammer and
Christian Bryant, all of whom have
helped get the Bilge out in that area of
the lake thus far. I know I speak for
many who so look forward to finding the
Bilge on their doorstep each week.
If you would like to help, please contact
us by email at ilycbilge@gmail.com or
by phone at 269-782-8868.
-Dave Benton

Ladies of the Lake (LOTL)
For those that have arrived back at our
beautiful Indian Lake, welcome back.
For those of you that are delaying your
arrival for a time, Indian Lake will be
here to welcome you.
As you have read, our ILYC will not
have the Clubhouse open for person to
person meetings for a while. We do
wish that we could project when it will
reopen, but as of now it is not possible
to do so. We are working and planning
some activities on the lawn so please
stay tuned to the Bilge weekly for events
that will enable us to see one another.
We are here for most of the summer.
Until we can gather at ILYC, I look
forward to seeing you “out and about”

on your boats or walking around the
lake or perhaps in town.
Be safe and well.
-Linda North, Social Chairperson

4th of July Boat Parade
Once again the residents of Indian Lake
will continue its incredible Boat Parade
tradition.
An enormous thank you from EVERY
Indian Lake resident goes out to Bob
Dutkiewicz, also known as Indian Lake
Bob. Indian Lake Bob has been
coordinating the Boat Parade since
2007. Originally, the Boat Parade was
started by Joe Poole in 1965.
Bob’s enthusiasm and hard work for
many years have not gone unnoticed.
His efforts have helped to create
wonderful memories for us Indian
Lakers. This year, Bob has decided to
take a break. He and his family will
enjoy watching the patriotism float by
from their pier.
I (Mark Klausner) am honored to have
been asked to lead the 2020 parade. In
the 1970s and throughout the 1980s,
some of my fondest memories were
decorating my Grandfather’s, Elmer
Hunter, pontoon boat for the parade.
He was a WWII Purple Heart recipient,
and our 4th of July Boat Parade was the
highlight of the summer for him. He
would decorate his boat in red, white,
and blue, put on a patriotic hat, and
dress up. He would have the proudest
smile on his face as he waved to the
onlookers.

Let’s continue the long tradition and
have a great turn out this year. For
decades, families around the lake have
joined in the Boat Parade by decorating
their boats in 4th of July colors with flags
and banners or other themes. Those
not on a boat are also encouraged to
watch from their piers.
Along with our Boat Parade tradition we
are going to start a couple new ones.
As always, the Parade will start on
Saturday the 4th at 11:00 a.m. sharp!
This year, we will start the parade at the
beach instead of the north end. This will
give all lake houses a chance to see all
the boats. Please do not exit the parade
until we have completed one lap around
the lake.
I would like to lead the parade with a
boat full of Military Veterans! If you are
serving or have served in the military,
please join me on the lead boat! Meet
at my place, 55120 Indian Lake Road, at
10:30 a.m. We will go from there. Drive
over or get dropped off. We will get you
home.
We are also going to have an incredible
firework display starting shortly after
dusk. Many have generously donated
to the gofundme.com account (refer to
flier). The more money that is donated,
the bigger the display of fireworks.
There will also be recorded music to the
fireworks this year.
Thank You, and I look forward to
carrying on the Boat Parade Tradition!
-Mark Klausner

Pickleball
Last Tuesday, June 16, we had Helen
Marleki from Conklin Shores join Jim
Rubino and me for some fun Pickleball
action. When three people are
available, typically you play a game
called “cut throat” where two will be
against one. It was a bright sunshiny
day with a slight breeze from the
southeast for our cut throat series. Long
story short, Jim was very good at getting
to the throats of Helen and me. He won
most of the contests but not until a good
effort was extended by his opponents.
The new netting in the corner of the east
court has worked well. The ball does
not go into the tall grass anymore
thanks to the net!!
I was out of town Saturday, but I’m sure
several people came to the courts and
organized the games.

Carol Marth and Conner
protecting their side of the court

The regular scheduled times are at 9:32
a.m. every Tuesday and Saturday. If
you have not tried this game, please
come to the courts and we will introduce
you to the most active, popular,
enjoyable game in the nation. More
people play Pickleball now than any
other court game. Played by all ages!!

We hope all you players had a
wonderful time.

A great group of skilled Pickleball
players preparing for the game

Jim Marth Sr. and Conner at the court

Again we thank the Indian Lake Hills
Golf Course for providing the facilities
where we play. Courts are located just
north of the club house parking lot.

They are available at all times so any
time you can get a group of four
together, go to the clubhouse, get the
equipment, and go play!!
See you on the court.
-Turp North

CLASSIFIED ADS

LOST
Llama Raft/Float
Large, tan/beige Llama shaped float raft
My daughter was swimming with it, and
the wind took it across to the east side
of the lake. Although we saw where it
floated off to, by the time we got over
there it was gone. We are hoping our
across the lake neighbors just put it
inside for safekeeping. Contact Robert
and Melanie Kujovich at 269-445-7733.
Thank you!

FOR SALE
Used Primo Oval XL Ceramic Smoker

Dark grey bench off of our pier at 33189
Lakeview
Please call Yvonne at 708-267-8848 if
you see it.

ADVERTISE YOUR ITEMS IN
THE BILGE-WATER BULLETIN
CLASSIFIED ADS
400 square inch cooking area
Comes with stainless steel side shelf
cart, heat deflector plates, and stacking
extension cooking rack
$750.00, Pick-up only
Contact Matt at 708-297-4900

Pontoon raft with slide
8' x 24'
$600.00
Contact Dave at 219-771-3594

 The text for a classified ad should
consist of a brief description of
the item, the asking price, and a
contact person with a phone
number.
 Each classified ad should include
one item only. An exception will
be made for garage sales.
 The cost for a classified ad with
text only is $15.00.
 The cost for a classified ad with
text and one business card size
picture is $25.00.
 The cost for a classified ad with
text and two business card size
pictures is $40.00.
 There is a two picture maximum
per ad.

 Lost, Found, and Free Classified
Ads are free of charge.
 All Classified Ads run for two
weeks.
 If you would like any item (for
sale, lost, found, or free) to run
another two weeks, consecutively
or at a different time, please send
an email to ilycbilge@gmail.com
 Payment for Classified Ads
should be sent to:
Indian Lake Yacht Club
P.O. Box 888
Dowagiac, MI 49047

Editor’s Note
Thank you to everyone who sent articles
and pictures for this week’s newsletter.
The Indian Lake Yacht Club and BilgeWater Bulletin are community efforts,
and we want you to be a part of the
community. Please help us with your
contributions.
Feel free to share stories of your family
history and home on the lake, special
events happening in your family or lake
neighborhood, recipes, boating, lake life,
jokes, or any other topics of interest.
The deadline for submitting articles,
photos, and classified ads is Monday at
12:00 noon for any items to appear in
Friday’s Bilge-Water Bulletin. Please
send all emails to
ilycbilge@gmail.com.
I look forward to hearing from you.
–Deb Raffin

The Indian Lake Improvement Association
To Preserve and Protect Indian Lake
The Indian Lake Improvement Association is a Nonprofit Corporation
under the name ILIA, Inc. As stated in its charter, the purpose for
which the corporation is organized is “to preserve, protect, and
improve the quality of Indian Lake, Dowagiac, Michigan."

Our Mission: Preserving and protecting Indian Lake for all present and future generations with:





Valid and stable long term planning
Good stewardship
Visionary leadership
Environmentally friendly weed control programs

The current good health of Indian Lake is not by happenstance. Vast amounts of Eurasian Water
Milfoil used to mat on the surface of the water. There were no sewers, and the muck was waist high in
most areas as recently as a couple of decades ago. So much time, effort, and money has gone into
getting where we are today it’s almost impossible to imagine. We have taken the lake from a rapidly dying
(Eutrophic) state to one that is far cleaner and healthier.
We have come such a very long way, but now we are faced with a daunting challenge to get to the
next level. We need to remedy the massive quantity of super rich nutrients flowing into our lake through
the “Mann drain” on the east side. What has been done so far has helped the symptoms of the heavy
nutrient load coming into the lake, but now we must attack the source of the lake killing nutrients or Indian
Lake will ultimately go back to its former terrible shape. The health of Indian Lake is for us and future
generations, and the worth of this asset drives our action.
Are you with us? We need your help to continue the good fight. If you have joined this year thanks! If
not, please be the change you wish to see for Indian Lake.
INDIAN LAKE IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP FORM
Remit to ILIA, Inc., Thomas Carlson, 55793 Forest Beach Rd. Dowagiac, MI 49047
_____ $50.00 Annual Dues

Harvester Fund $ _______

Fish Stocking Fund $________

Name____________________________________ E-Mail Address___________________________
Lake Address: _________________________________________ Phone #
_____________________
Mailing Address_________________________________________ City_______________________
State _____________ Zip___________________ Phone # _____________________________
This page in the Bilge-Water Bulletin is paid for by the ILIA to communicate to our members & the lake.

Fireworks

D O N AT I O N S
Let’s celebrate the independence of our great nation with a bang!!
The fireworks will be launched from the sand bar. Watch them from your
piers or float with your neighbors (at a safe distance). We look forward to
this being a fun tradition for Indian Lake, so please donate early and often.
Let’s have a blast!!!!
Link:

https://www.gofundme.com/f/indian-lake-fireworks?utm_source=customer&utm_medium=copy_link-tip&utm_campaign=p_cp+share-sheet

Or go to: gofundme.com and search “Indian Lake Fireworks”

Our Advertisers Deserve Your Patronage - Please Support Them!!!

“Specializing in Cleanup”

Serta, Simmons,
Number Beds, Adjustable Bases

574-250-9329
574-255-8721
M-T-Th-F
WED
SAT

HOURS

10-7
10-3
10-6

• Tree Removal • Trimming Dead Wooding
• Land Clearing • Stump Grinding
Storm Damage • Crane Service
60 & 70 Ft. High Ranger

• Satisfaction Guaranteed •
Fully Insured For All Your Tree Care Needs
ISA Certified Arborists on Staff
Dan Williams MI-3971A • Jacob Williams MI-4282A

comfortsleep.com
FREE DROP-OFF
JOE AGOSTINO - INDIAN LAKE

CLOSED SUNDAYS AND HOLIDAYS
Town and Country Shopping Center
2344 Miracle Lane - Mishawaka, IN

HARDWOOD • SHREDDED • COLORIZED

LET US LURE THE RIGHT BUYERS

FOR YOUR LAKE PROPERTY

(269) 782-4000
Floyd Jerdon

Tom Jerdon

www.jerdon.net

Established 1950

Our Advertisers Deserve Your Patronage - Please Support Them!!!

50
Making you
feel at home
for over 50
Years!

Our Advertisers Deserve Your Patronage - Please Support Them!!!

Ben Tressmer

24/7 Service
269.325.9393
Free Estimates
Can Reach Any Heights
Mold Removal Off Siding & Stone
Free consultation For Window Warranties
Professional Window Cleaning Since 1990
Professional & Courteous Well Trained Crew
Service From Michigan to Greater Chicago Area

Ê
Come try all of our favorites!
Ê

Spend $10.00 or more (before tax)
and receive $1.00 off your order
OR
Buy any large pizza and receive one
free topping choice
(Coupon valid for only ONE
.
May not be combined with any other coupons)
Valid until closing 2020

WINDOW CLEANING

COVID-19: Exterior window cleaning preferred.
Interior window cleaning available if proper social
distancing measures can be maintained.

Our Advertisers Deserve Your Patronage - Please Support Them!!!

Who’s Handling
Handling Your
Your Meat?
Meat?
Who’s

Now Open!
Open!
Now
Full Service
Service
Full
Retail
Retail
Meat Market
Market
Meat
LocallyRaised
Raised
••Locally
MichiganMeat
Meat
••Michigan

269-208-4970
5976 Old Pipestone Rd
Eau Claire MI 49111

USDAPrime
PrimeBeef
Beef
••USDA
WildGame
GameProcessing
Processing
••Wild
Findus
uson
onFacebook
Facebookfor
forweekly
weeklyspecials!
specials!
Find

15% OFF
ANY IN-STOCK
ACCESSORY
WITH THIS AD

Lake Effect PowerSports
AN ELITE DEALER OF MASTERCRAFT CENTURION HARRIS PONTOONS SEADOO KAWASAKI MERCURY AND SHORESTATION

SPECIALIZING IN SALES, SERVICE, STORAGE AND RENTALS
USED PONTOON AND SPEEDBOATS STARTING AT $4,999
HUGE SELECTION OF TUBES, WAKEBOARDS, ALL BATTERY
SIZES, PARTS, & ACCESSORIES
BIG DISCOUNTS ON NON- CURRENT HARRIS PONTOONS
AND MASTERCRAFT WAKEBOARD BOATS

SISTER LAKES LOCATION:

67990 WEST M-152
Tuesday–Saturday 10-5, Sunday 11-2

269.944.5577

Patronize Our Advertisers For Quality Products and Dependable Service

JD’s Marina

330 N M-140 Watervliet, Mi 49098 • PHONe:269-463-6511 • WWW.jdsMariNa.cOM

• NeW & Used bOats available
• PONtOON reNtals
• bOat sales & service
• MecHaNical rePairs
• Pick UP & delivery
• bOat stOrage available
• WiNterizatiON
• sHriNk WraP

HeWitt lifts & dOcks

“Serving all Southwest Michigan”

CARPETS UPHOLSTERY
TILE & GROUT CLEANING
Mention this ad for
$20 off any service

(269) 782-9446

304 EAST DIVISION STREET
DOWAGIAC, MI 49047
(269) 782-5488
FAX (269) 782-9278

• ALL TYPES OF
BUSINESS PRINTING
• OFFICE SUPPLIES
• COLOR COPIES • FAX SERVICE
preferredprintingdowagiac@gmail.com

Sprague’s Family Fun Farm

33120 Middle Crossing Rd
Dowagiac, MI 49047
269-782-8578

Open
June
26

Open June - October
Daily 9 am - 6 pm
Fruits & Vegetables in season.
We specialize in sweet corn & baked goods too!
www.spraguesfamilyfunfarm.com

Our Advertisers Deserve Your Patronage - Please Support Them!!!

Indian Lake Hills Golf Course
“The Landmark on the Lake”

… 27 Holes …
Fun and challenging,
Weekday Early Bird and Everyday Twilight rates.
Walk or Ride 9, 18 or 27.

… Driving Range …
NEW VENDING BALL MACHINE
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

… Pro Shop Merchandise …
Golf Apparel, Indian Lake Sweatshirts, Tee Shirts, Hats
and all the basic necessities.

… Bar & Grill …
TAKE OUT SERVICE
BEER, SPIRITS & FOOD.
SUBJECT TO CHANGE

Call or go online for more information
55321 Brush Lake Road Eau Claire, MI 49111
(269) 782-2540
indianlakehills.com.

EAU CLAIRE FRUIT EXCHANGE
6486 WEST MAIN

EAU CLAIRE, MI 49111

269 461-6977 WWW.ECFRUITEXCHANGE.COM

57470 M-51 S
Dowagiac, MI 49047

Providing year-around and seasonal weekly or biweekly home visits checking on the well-being of your
vacation home.
Visits include – visual inspection of exterior/interior,
cycling appliances, water on/off, flushing water
system, temp and humidity check. Customized to
your home. Visit our website for further information

Furnishings for your Home and Cottage
Living Room • Bedroom • Dining Room • Matresses • Unique Accessories
Gifts & Home Decor • Special Orders Always Welcomed
57530 M 51 S Dowagiac, MI 49047 • HOURS: M-F 9-6 • Wed 9-8 • Sat 9-5
[269] 782-5020
800-884-5020

www.imperialfurnituredowagiac.com

ACCREDITED–INSURED–BONDED
Contact us for a free consultation
269-281-4584 – info@mihomewatch.com
Website: mihomewatch.com

Our Advertisers Deserve Your Patronage - Please Support Them!!!

PIPESTONE CREEK
GOLF COURSE
THE GOLF COURSE
FOR THE REST OF US!
6768 Naomi Road
Eau Claire, MI 49111
269-944-1611

18 hole public course less than
10 miles from Indian Lake!
Check us out at:
www.pipestonecreekgc.com
or on Facebook
for rates and specials

Our Advertisers Deserve Your Patronage - Please Support Them!!!

Bilge Water
Bulletin Readers

Reminder: Please support our
advertisers, as they are what
help to bring you this weekly
communication.

Sheree L. Slott

Summer at Indian Lake

Licensed MLS Realtor & Associate Broker

Brand New Listing:

33470 Forest Beach St.
4 BR, 2 Bath Landmark Peninsula Cottage
151’ Waterfront, 140’ Channel front

Recent Sales - Please Welcome Your New
Indian Lake Neighbors:
Beth & Patrick Callaghan – 33350 InnD-Inn
Henry Preis – 54821 Highland Drive
55366 Indian Lake Road – Sale Pending
54949 Highland Drive – Sale Pending
Give me a call: 269

501-5408

For all Your Real Estate Needs
Real Effort! – Real Results!

91807 C.R.690 49047

Top Area Real Estate Company Since 1946

Only Licensed Realtors have access to the
National and Regional power of the
National Association of Realtors MLS ©.
Email: shereeslott@cressyeverett.com
Web: cressyeverett.com/shereeslott

