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NOTES FROM THE COMMODORE
Leisure Time!

Commodore

One of the things we remember most
about the “old days” of yachting is that
before our season started, we
couldn’t wait to get our boats out and
start sailing. A gentle breeze on a
beautiful day would help us
understand that old proverbial saying,
“The gods to not subtract from man’s
allotted time the hours spent in
sailing.”
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On this day, Mary Lou Comstock was enjoying the sights and sounds of our old
wooden boat, Lorelei. The water slapped the hull, the backstays creaked in the
cleats, and the bilge boards clapped back and forth in their slots while the old
cotton sails “talked” about the wind. It all composed a symphony that could never
be duplicated but always enjoyed in its nautical continuity.
It took a lot of work getting these old
boats ready for the season. Many times
the hulls needed to be refinished, the
caulking repaired, leaks fixed, sails
mended, and masts rigged and raised
before being launched by our small
family navies. We then proudly moored
the scows in front of our summer
cottages and started planning our racing
season.
For the younger among us, the
thoughts of moving out of the
Sunfish and into the C Scow was a
main goal. First, we learned to crew:
bilge boards appropriately dropped,
backstays changed for the current
tack, clew line and downhaul
adjusted for run vs reach, and we

were taught how to hike out on the boards using the monkey bar – such fun!
We also had to learn how to right a boat that had tipped over, and sometimes they did. Believe me, that was a
lot of work! Of course, we always blamed that event on the errant gust and not the skipper (even though we
didn’t get the leeward backstay released fast enough)!
Over time, we all grew up (somewhat) and did so with the expectation that our own offspring could be similarly
enticed to enter this special life of sailing. It’s still there, but so are many other distractions. Without naming the
obvious, I would like to re-invoke the kind of magic that we were privileged to grow up with. We can display and
teach it to our current Indian Lake Youth, who for a summer that’s been upended for them, might be just the
ticket for them to find the fun in one of the greatest sports on the water – sailing!
Your Yacht Club cadre has some great ideas on how to accomplish this starting with some Zoom lessons on the
basics of sailing. This would be followed by some in-water instruction at the Yacht Club, which will lend itself
easily to social distancing while getting some fun, hands-on experience with 3-4 Sunfish. Please stay tuned,
and if your younger family members are interested, please tell them to contact our JYC Liaison with their contact
info so we can set up the training.

Steve Comstock – Commodore Indian Lake Yacht Club

Summer 2020
Yacht Club Calendar
We expect that our summer schedules will
be different. Some of us will be working
from home, which allows staying at the lake.
The kids’ schools have closed for the
semester, and many of their scheduled
events and activities have been put on hold.
So it’s a good summer to just be here at the
lake.

FUEL SERVICE
Gas at the ILYC is currently available on
Saturday and Sunday from 10:00 a.m. –
5:00 p.m.
The ILYC accepts credit card payments for
its marine-grade gas sales. Payment may
also be made by cash or check.

Last year’s calendar was full of great
events, but for this year many of these
cannot be safely run. For example, we’ve
had no Ice Breaker Party, and our first
Pancake Breakfast, usually held on
Father’s Day, has been canceled.
Because of its extreme popularity, the
Cardboard Boat Races and Ice Cream
Social draw the largest crowd of the
season. It would normally occur on the 4th
of July weekend. However, instead of
canceling it, we are putting it on a “wait-andsee” status with the hopes it may be
possible in late July / early August. We are
also reserving judgment for the second
Pancake Breakfast which normally
happens in mid-July.
Bingo Night, unfortunately, is an event
which makes social distancing impossible.
Watch for it to return in 2021. Same
thoughts for the Big Event in early August.
Please rest assured that your Yacht Club is
working on a few other events that, while
not encouraging congregation, will
nonetheless be quite entertaining for the
social distancing crowd. The Float Boat
Parade (Indian Lake Bob, have you
retired?) and a Nautically Distanced
Musical Concert Series could become
reality.
-Steve Comstock, Commodore

SAILING
MC Scows will be racing this summer. A
firm sailing schedule has not been
determined at this time. Please check the
Bilge-Water Bulletin weekly for updates.
-John Smith, Fleet Captain

LAKE ACTIVITIES
Pickleball
Greetings to all the Indian Lake Pickleball
players. After a few days of pulling weeds
from the court cracks and rolling out the
nets, everything is ready to go! Major thank
you to the Miller family for making the court
space available. Also having Drew deliver
the equipment and nets to the courts was
very much appreciated. Thanks, Drew, for
your help and assistance.
As I was working on the set up, one of my
lake neighbors stopped by to check on the
progess. Jim Rubino and I had a nice
discussion of when we might be able to

play, and my response is, “Any time you can
get four players together.” The equipment
is available at the club house. Jim has
taken up the game after learning the basics
during his winter stay in Florida. Like so
many of us, once you play, the desire is
always with you.
I’ve written this before; it is a game for all
ages. Personally I have played with a five
year old and with my brother, George North,
who is ninety years old. Proof anyone can
play Pickleball. Great game!

As the summer unfolds and we get into a
routine, we will schedule a Tuesday
morning group and a Saturday morning
group. Both groups will start at 9:32 a.m.
Recreationally the facility is available all day
every day for your playing pleasure.
Thanks to Indian Lake Hills Golf Club.
See you on the court!!
-Turp North

Memorial Day Weekend Bilge-Water
Bulletin

Area photo of the courts at Indian Lake.
Three courts available every day!
Find some friends and come have a good
time!

As the ILYC board scrambled to put
together a plan for summer 2020, it was
decided to publish a "special" issue of the
BILGE-WATER BULLETIN. Fortunately,
the majority of last year's delivery
coordinators, without hesitation, agreed to
take on the task of delivering all printed
issues this year on very short notice. The
enthusiasm expressed by all of you, along
with those who stepped forward to help
ensure that the first issues arrived on
doorsteps all around the lake, is heartwarming. Thank You!
-Dave Benton

CLASSIFIED ADS
FOR SALE
Used Primo Oval XL Ceramic Smoker with
400 square inch cooking area
Look for the Pickleball sign.
The west course is ready to be played!!
Come and check out the area.
Get introduced to pickleball Indian Lake
Style!

Comes with stainless steel side shelf cart,
heat deflector plates, and stacking
extension cooking rack
$750.00, Pick-up only
Contact Matt at 708-297-4900

FOUND
I apologize for being so remiss in my duties
but the summer before last after a storm, a
large 10 person float ended up on our break
wall at 54820 Indian Lake Road. If you lost
one, please contact Liz Seban at 708-2638035.

ADVERTISE YOUR ITEMS IN
THE BILGE-WATER BULLETIN
CLASSIFIED ADS
The text for a classified ad should
consist of a brief description of the
item, the asking price, and a
contact person with a phone
number.
Each classified ad should include
one item only. An exception will be
made for garage sales.
The cost for a classified ad with
text only is $15.00.
The cost for a classified ad with
text and one business card size
picture is $25.00.
The cost for a classified ad with
text and two business card size
pictures is $40.00.
There is a two picture maximum
per ad.

All Classified Ads run for two
weeks.
If you would like any item (for sale,
lost, found, or free) to run another
two weeks, consecutively or at a
different time, please send an
email to ilycbilge@gmail.com
Payment for Classified Ads should
be sent to:
Indian Lake Yacht Club
P.O. Box 888
Dowagiac, MI 49047

Editor’s Note
Thank you to everyone who sent articles
and pictures for this week’s newsletter. The
Indian Lake Yacht Club and Bilge-Water
Bulletin are community efforts, and we want
you to be a part of the community. Please
help us with your contributions.
Feel free to share stories of your family
history and home on the lake, special
events happening in your family or lake
neighborhood, recipes, boating, lake life,
jokes, or any other topics of interest. Don’t
know what your lake neighborhood is?
Check out the Indian Lake Neighborhood
Map provided in this week’s Bilge.
The deadline for submitting articles, photos,
and classified ads is Monday at 12:00
noon for any items to appear in Friday’s
Bilge-Water Bulletin. Please send all emails
to ilycbilge@gmail.com.
I look forward to hearing from you.
–Deb Raffin

Lost, Found, and Free Classified
Ads are free of charge.

Fireworks

D O N AT I O N S
Let’s celebrate the independence of our great nation with a bang!!
The fireworks will be launched from the sand bar. Watch them from your
piers or float with your neighbors (at a safe distance). We look forward to
this being a fun tradition for Indian Lake, so please donate early and often.
Let’s have a blast!!!!
Link:

https://www.gofundme.com/f/indian-lake-fireworks?utm_source=customer&utm_medium=copy_link-tip&utm_campaign=p_cp+share-sheet

Or go to: gofundme.com and search “Indian Lake Fireworks”

