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NOTES FROM THE COMMODORE
Happy Memorial Day and
welcome back to Indian Lake for
the 2021 season! Your Board of
Directors and Officers have been
busy all winter, putting the final
touches on the calendar for a
season
that
promises
to
reinstate many of our pre-covid
events.
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We are planning to include some of our most popular, such as the
Cardboard Boat Races and Ice Cream Social, Pancake Breakfast, Music
on the Lake, and maybe even Cocktail Bingo! Keep in mind that we will
still be observing caution and safety during our social activities, but many
restrictions have been lifted for those of us who have been fully vaccinated.
It is encouraging that the positive test rate in Michigan has declined from
near 18% in mid-April to only 5% in late May. Something must be working!
The governor of Michigan established her “MI Vacc to Normal,” which
states that as of June 1 outdoor capacity limits are lifted and indoor limits
raised to 50% capacity. Also, under this plan, starting July 1, the state will
no longer limit capacity at indoor or outdoor gatherings. This is great news
for your Indian Lake Yacht Club! For further information, navigate to:
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98158-560241-,00.html
It will also be important to our Yacht Club and lake residents to
continue to encourage our youth and eager students of sailing and sailboat
racing. The club’s goal will be to hold regular sailing classes and establish
social events for our younger Indian Lake crowd. We are also in need of
volunteers to help out in these social endeavors, so please step up! A
major need of the Club now is a new Social Chairperson. Linda North has
served us well for over 20 years and she will be happy to continue in an
advisory capacity. Please feel free to “test the waters” and join our fine
cadre.

Now a few words about Memorial Day. I know for many it seems like a great holiday excuse to
kick off the summer season; boating, boarding, sailing, and partying. But while we enjoy all that the
lake has to offer, please take a little time to remember what this day is really about.
Memorial Day was originally known as Decoration Day. It was established three years after the
Civil War ended on May 5, 1868, as a time to decorate the graves of the war dead with flowers. The
date chosen was May 30th because flowers would be in bloom all over the country. Although many
localities claimed to be the first to observe the holiday, the first official observance was held in 1868 at
Arlington National Cemetery.
After World War I, the holiday was expanded to honor all deceased veterans of American wars.
In 1966, President Lyndon Johnson declared Waterloo, NY as the “birthplace” of Memorial Day. In
1971, Memorial Day was declared a national holiday by an act of Congress.
In December 2000, Congress passed a law that “requires” Americans to pause at 3 PM on
Memorial Day and take a moment of silence to honor the fallen. The time was designated as the
National Moment of Remembrance and serves as an act of national unity in remembering all of the
men and women who have given their lives in service of the United States.
The time 3 PM was chosen because that is when most Americans are enjoying their freedoms
during the holiday. President Clinton signed into law the National Moment of Remembrance,
encouraging all Americans to pause and remember what Memorial Day is truly about. If you’re watching
baseball, NASCAR, or hundreds of other activities on that day, at that time, you will notice an
interruption in recognition of our fallen soldiers who fought for us to enjoy our freedom.

Steve Comstock – Commodore Indian Lake Yacht Club

DATES TO REMEMBER
Please check the Bilge next week for a
list of dates and events that our Officers
and Board of Directors have planned for
us this summer.

FUEL SERVICE
Memorial Day Weekend Gas Schedule
Saturday, Sunday, and Monday
from 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
The ILYC accepts credit card payments
for its marine-grade gas sales. Payment
may also be made by cash or check.
Ice, candy, and cold drinks are also
available at the yacht club.

Fleet Captain will check the upcoming
forecast and advise the fleet of a
starting time for the upcoming Sunday
somewhere between 10am –
2pm. Hopefully this flexibility will allow
us to get in more racing.
We won’t have an opportunity to advise
Bilge readers of the upcoming
weekend’s schedule, so please watch
for boats going out on the water to catch
us racing from your spectator boats!
We’re also looking to get more people
involved in sailing – young or seasoned
doesn’t matter. If you have an interest
in learning to sail or crewing during a
race, please contact me and we’ll get
you set up.
Wishing us good winds this season!
-John Smith, Fleet Captain

WELCOME BACK INDIAN LAKERS!
SAILING! SAILING! SAILING!

SAILING
Welcome back to Indian Lake sailing
2021! We’re looking forward to a great
season. We’ll sail every Sunday this
year from June 13 through Labor Day,
with the exception of July 25th.
Astute readers will recall that we
typically start racing at 1pm, with
adjustments later if needed for wind (or
lack thereof). This year will be slightly
different as we’re going to try to predict
the wind, a little bit. Each week the

We are looking forward to a wonderful
summer, and we just can’t wait to jump
in the lake and set sail again.
We will be scheduling Sunfish classes
like last year. We also have an MC
sailboat available for lessons for those
wanting a larger boat experience.
These are the boats that race most
Sundays. They are fast and fun boats
for the older junior sailors and adults.
There will be more info for sign up
classes in the next Bilge-Water Bulletin.
If you are interested in getting more
details before that issue, feel free to give

me a call. My cottage phone is 269782-6128.
See you soon!
-Kathy Elghammer

LAKE ACTIVITIES
Pickleball
INDIAN LAKE PICKLEBALL COURT
UPGRADE PROJECT
Indian Lake Residents, Families, and
Friends!
We are looking for donations to upgrade
the pickleball courts (formerly the tennis
courts) to become an area that is safer
and more enjoyable to play on!!
We have done a lot of research on
estimated costs and found that it will
cost approximately $12,500 to do the
following things:
 Hire professionals to do an
asphalt overlay on the 3 courts
 Purchase and install 3 permanent
sets of posts with removable nets
 Purchase outdoor paint to paint
the courts for play

You can donate in three ways:
1. Our GoFund Me account:
gofundme.com/f/indian-lakepickleball-improvement-project
2. Personal checks: with “Pickleball
Courts” written in the memo area
3. Venmo: with “Pickleball Courts”
written in the memo area.
Please email carol.rubino@gmail.com
for the Address/Venmo account
information.
No amount is too small. Thank you for
your consideration in this effort!
Lastly and most importantly, much
gratitude goes out to Steve, Lynn and
Suzy for allowing us to access their
property to repurpose these courts for
pickleball play!!!
Questions/Suggestions?
Contact: Carol Rubino on Ridenour
Road
carol.rubino@gmail.com
-Jim and Carol Marth
Bilge-Water Bulletin
I hope you will enjoy this first issue of
the 2021 Bilge. Please be aware that
the next 2 Bilge-Water Bulletins will be
published online only. You will be able
to read the June 4 and June 11
newsletters on the yacht club website:
http://indianlakeyachtclub.org
The next Bilge you will receive on your
doorstep (or door knob) will be Friday,
June 18.
-Deb Raffin

LAKE NEWS
German Village
Indian Lake resident Dixie Dana
Comstock, 75, passed away on
Tuesday, May 18, 2021. She will be
sorely missed by all who knew her.

Dixie was born February 18, 1946, in
Kansas City, Kansas, the eldest child of
Harry H. “Judge” Plummer and Virginia
(Owen) Plummer. She graduated from
Haddon Heights High School in New
Jersey in 1964. After high school, she
attended Western Michigan University
until her independent, adventurous spirit
(and intuitive fashion sense) led her to
Braniff International Airways, where she
became a flight attendant. For years,
Dixie traveled the world on Braniff,
gracing the skies with her unmatched
smile and stunning red hair. Dixie was
commissioned as second lieutenant for
her service by the United States Army,
having transported countless troops to

and from South Vietnam during the
Vietnam War. Dixie’s love of travel
continued, working as a travel agent in
St. Joseph until she met the love of her
life, Stephen Comstock, of Dowagiac.
On July 30, 1977, Steve and Dixie were
married in an apple orchard at TreeMendus Fruit Farm. Together Dixie and
Steve traveled and camped extensively,
making lifelong friends at every stop
along the way. Once you were a friend
of Dixie’s, you were a friend for life.
Dixie and Steve had two children, Owen
and Caitlin, to whom Dixie dedicated her
life and soul.
Dixie lived to decorate and entertain;
she was the ultimate hostess and a
master curator of dishes, each of which
had a distinct and particular purpose
and place in her heart. She loved her
family above all, incessantly caring for
everyone around her, related or not;
they were all family to her. A firm
believer that happiness is a choice in
life, Dixie gifted us all by lighting up the
world with her optimism, good humor,
and unfailing selflessness, for 75 years.
Dixie is survived by her loving husband,
Commodore Stephen Comstock;
daughter Caitlin Blanche and husband
Brad; Dixie’s granddaughters Gabrielle
Virginia and Landry Luca; siblings
Kathleen Conrad and Judge Plummer;
as well as several nieces and nephews,
cousins, sisters-in-law, and countless
loved ones. She was preceded in death
by her parents and her loving son,
Owen Burns Comstock.
- Caitlin Blanche

CLASSIFIED ADS
For Sale
1992 Rinker Captiva 186
$6,500.00
Bow Rider I/O, 18.6”
Single Engine/Inboard Engine
New prop
Including single axle trailer and Sunbrella
Custom Cover (Purchased 2020)
Contact Kathleen O’Donnell, 62 & Brush
Lake Road, 312-618-9990,
Chicagokod@gmail.com

 The cost for a classified ad with text
and two business card size pictures
is $40.00.
 There is a two picture maximum per
ad.
 Lost, Found, and Free Classified
Ads are free of charge.
 All Classified Ads run for two weeks.
 If you would like any item (for sale,
lost, found, or free) to run another
two weeks, consecutively or at a
different time, please send an email
to ilycbilge@gmail.com
Payment for Classified Ads should be sent
to:
Indian Lake Yacht Club
P.O. Box 888
Dowagiac, MI 49047

Editor’s Note
Hello, and welcome to another season of
the Bilge-Water Bulletin at Indian Lake.
Thank you to those who sent articles for the
first issue.

THE BILGE-WATER BULLETIN
CLASSIFIED ADS
 The text for a classified ad should
consist of a brief description of the
item, the asking price, and a contact
person with a phone number.
 Each classified ad should include
one item only. An exception will be
made for garage sales.
 The cost for a classified ad with text
only is $15.00.
 The cost for a classified ad with text
and one business card size picture
is $25.00.

The Indian Lake Yacht Club and BilgeWater Bulletin are community efforts, and
we want you to be a part of the community.
Please feel free to share stories of your
family history and home on the lake, special
events happening in your family or lake
neighborhood, recipes, boating, lake life,
jokes, or any other topics of interest.
There is a submission deadline change for
next week due to Memorial Day. Please
submit all items for the second Bilge by
Tuesday, June 1 at 12:00 noon.
The email address is ilycbilge@gmail.com
I look forward to hearing from you.

-Deb Raffin

Leaves and Grass Clippings Keep ‘em Out – Something We All Can Do 
Mother Nature deposits a certain amount of leaves in the water each year. That's
normal, though not good. And adding to her deposit by blowing leaves and grass clippings
into the lakes results in sedimentation issues and water quality deterioration. Mother
Nature doesn't need any help from us.
Leaves and grass clippings speed up the filling-in and aging process occurring in
our lake. They sink to the bottom, decompose in the water and rob our lake of vital
oxygen, while adding nutrients to our waters which can promote other problems such as
increases in weeds and algae. Some leaves will naturally fall from trees into the Lake, and
that's unavoidable...but when we add to them through poor property maintenance
practices, we are harming the Lake. We have a lot of trees around our lake, and their job is
to fill in the lake for future trees, so it’s important to maintain our properties with the lake
in mind. She is already shallow and can use all the help we can give her.
When mowing your yard, make certain that you do not blow grass clippings into
the lake. Make the first few passes of the lawnmower blowing the grass clippings into the
lawn and away from the lake. Also, if there are grass clippings on the street sweep them
up. Do not use a hose to wash leaves or clippings into the street or storm drains. Keeping
your leaves and lawn clippings out of the lake and the streets helps immensely. It all adds
up. The same goes for fireworks debris – Please! Not in the lake.
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Sheree L. Slott

Summer at Indian Lake

Licensed MLS Realtor & Associate Broker

Welcome to the Lake for the 2021
Season! Have fun out there!

Recent Sales:
Please Welcome to the Lake:
Brad & Geri Baumgartner
33362 Inn D Inn Dr
Jim & Erin Marth
33470 Forest Beach
Rich & Lisa Contaldi
33464 Forest Beach Rd
Amy Izzo
33074 Hunt Drive
Trish Harper
54821 Highland Dr

Indian Lake Listings:
33205 Inn D Inn Ct.
3 Bedrooms, 3 Baths, 3 Car Garage,
53’ Waterfront
Other listings on local area lakes
available. Give me a call.
Give me a call anytime 269 501-5408
E-Mail: ShereeSlott@CressyEverett.com
Only Licensed Realtors have access to
the National & Regional power of the
National Association of Realtors MLS ©.

