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Happy Memorial Day!
Welcome to our first ever
Memorial Day Weekend issue of the
Bilge-Water Bulletin!
The ILYC
Board, Officers, and Staff have
worked very hard to bring you this
publication at such an early date so
that we can discuss matters of
importance with you. Please
remember to take this time to
honor our brave volunteers in all
professions who have perished in
the selfless performance of their duties.
Now let’s discuss the “elephant in the room.” Whether you come
from Indiana, Illinois, or reside right here in Michigan, we are all now faced
with the serious threat of illness and must assume responsibility for keeping
our families, friends, and neighbors safe from this awful disease. I know it
isn’t one of our more entertaining Bilge themes but, nonetheless, perhaps it
needs to be part of our dialogue for the entire summer.
While exercising your “Safe at Home” guidelines, take a moment to
Google State of Michigan Governor’s Executive Order 2020-77. It’s not the
latest one in the series of orders (it’s already up to 2020-84), but this is the
one most applicable to life on our lake. If you’re reading this on the Yacht
Club’s website, you can just click on the hyperlink above to access and read
the order. You still can’t get a haircut or your nails done, but you can take
out your watercraft and have some social distancing fun (according to the
laws of the State of Michigan).
Speaking of hair, mine has grown unrestricted. I started out just
combing it straight back for an “Alec Baldwin” kind of look. What happened
however was more “Don King.” And after passing through my “Bride of
Frankenstein” period, it seems to have settled on an unmanageable without
hairspray version of “Efrem Zimbalist, Jr.” And so it goes as I am sure you

all have stories to tell of the trials you’re all going through while we navigate these uncharted waters.
Please feel free to share – right here in our Bilge-Water Bulletin! We can help fulfill your need to stay
connected!
As much as we’d all like to look forward to a normal, fun summer, we’re going to have to change
our thinking and planning in a pretty big way. For example, all of our crystal balls are pointing to a
summer of social distancing. That means that events the Yacht Club has held in past
years that involve crowds may have to be postponed until our next season. Our
Pancake Breakfasts, Cardboard Boat Races and Ice Cream Social, Cocktail Bingo
Night, and Big Event are all on the chopping block. Fuel sales are, as of this moment,
still planned to proceed normally. The Yacht Club building will be closed to the
membership until further notice, but it may be opened at a later date. However, for
those in need of comfort facilities, we have contracted for a porta-potty to be set up
by the building for member use (gate code applies to the lock on the potty) .
However, do not despair. The creative minds in our cadre are working on some good stuff.
There are ways to have fun on the water for which we have ideas. We think the racing season may be
able to proceed in some competitive fashion. Also, don’t forget the Junior Yacht Club! Without any
events that involve gathering, we can still Zoom-teach sailing and racing. Many of the Lake’s resident
Sunfish are starting to appear out of the early Spring woodwork. Our JYC liaison, Mary Usterbowski,
will still be able to organize some games, probably to be played online, and we will be working up our
apparel sales for all to include the Junior Yacht Club logo challenge won by Riley Van Gennep!
This will be a one-time printed and distributed early issue for your benefit. Our first Bilge would
not normally be published until the Father’s Day weekend, and that will be our next issue to be actually
printed and distributed.
However, if you keep checking the ILYC website –
http://indianlakeyachtclub.org – your next 3 issues will be found in the Bilge section of our web thanks
to our editor, Deb Raffin and our webmaster, Rob Hammond. In the meantime, feel free to post your
community news, your best recipes, your fun stories, and your classified ads as you would normally
throughout the summer. We are always looking forward to more content to be published!
Please stay safe and happy!

Steve Comstock – Commodore Indian Lake Yacht Club

REMEMBER THESE DATES:
Indian Lake Yacht Club events are not
currently scheduled. Please check the
Bilge-Water Bulletin weekly for updates.

FUEL SERVICE
Until our gas pumping schedule is
finalized, look for the "OPEN" flag starting
around Memorial Day weekend.
The ILYC accepts credit card payments
for its marine-grade gas sales. Payment
may also be made by cash or check.

depending on our homes away from
Indian Lake, our experiences have been
different. While we were watching two
snow storms that arrived after March 15,
many were still able to take walks in
sunny weather in Florida or continue
hiking in Colorado.
While your ILYC Board of Directors
remains mindful of what Michigan’s
Governor asks of us, our Commodore has
let you know that we will again be an
active group here at ILYC. Until then,
when out for our walks, runs, bike rides,
keeping social distance, we will have
conversations with one another!
I know there will be broad smiles behind
those masks!
Be well dear friends! Stay safe and know
that although our summer may be
different than in the past, we are here at
the lake! The sun, the rain, the waves,
and this lake are here for us to enjoy!
Let’s all ENJOY!
-Linda North, Social Chairperson

SAILING
MC Scows will be racing this summer. A
firm sailing schedule has not been
determined at this time. Please check the
Bilge-Water Bulletin weekly for updates.
-John Smith, Fleet Captain

LAKE ACTIVITIES

Lake Safety
Please take some time to review the
boating laws, wakeboard responsibilities,
diver down laws, and the topographical
map of Indian Lake that are included in
this week’s Bilge. Thanks to Brandon
Weis and Jim Slott for sharing this
important information.
-Deb Raffin

ILYC
Welcome to summer 2020 on Indian
Lake! As we all know, these last three
months have not felt or looked like any
time that any of us have experienced
before in our lives. Sheltering At Home
has been the same for all of us, but

A Look Back in Time
Ready For Summer Fun?
Sixty years ago we were a large group of
Indian Lake kids who were old enough to
sail and operate small motorboats without

our parents on board. What freedom! We
found out there were other kids like us all
around the lake. Friendships grew and so
did the fun factor. Swimming, skiing,
surfboarding, sailing…all of it. Yes, even
way back then.
Our Dads were busy starting up the ILYC
again after being away at WWII and
coming home to begin new families that
summered at Indian Lake family cottages.
Moms didn’t work and stayed at the
cottages all week with the kids. Dads went
back to work Monday-Friday most weeks.
Our Commodore Steve’s mother, Mary
Lou Comstock, started the Bilge-Water
Bulletin using her great writing talents.
This is where all the lake news was found.
The Dads got a mimeograph machine like
schools used to print dreaded tests (called
a Stencil Duplicator) for the Yacht Club. It
was up in the balcony where the Jr. Yacht
Clubbers helped her crank out (literally)
page after page, year after year. The
chemical ink used for printing had a
strange smell that we all learned to
love…sort of.
The pages were then taken to the ping
pong table where the Bilge was
assembled, stapled, counted, and then
taken to the delivery volunteers (mostly Jr.
ILYC kids) for delivery door-to-door
around the lake. That all happened on
Wednesday night during Jr. Yacht Club
activity time, supervised by the Jr. Yacht
Club Waterfront Director (usually a
college student). Afterward, there was
ping-pong, music, dancing, games, etc.
Delivery was Friday noon, in time for the
weekend sailing and social activities to
get going.

This picture shows a post-Bilge assembling
memory. Players are L to R: Mernie
Oberhill and Garry Elghammer vs Emily
Comstock and Kathy Elghammer
Watching L to R: Danny Seban, Susie
Seban (Chirilllo) , and Cathy (Coconut)
Seban

So, the tradition continues! This is the
place for lake news!
BUT WAIT!!!! THERE’S MORE!!!! If you
are stuck at home, you can read the Bilge
online. Log on to
IndianLakeYachtClub.org for news,
history, and more.
See you on the lake!
-Kathy Elghammer

A Tradition Continues
As our community of water sports
enthusiasts has been preparing to
navigate through the uncharted waters of
the summer of 2020, your ILYC board has
been busy trying to plan a summer for us
with some semblance of normalcy.
Amidst discussion with various members
of the board, I was surprised to learn that
even many of the "old-timers" cannot

clearly answer the question of why some
traditions exist. The one item most often
asked revolves around the delivery
schedule of the much beloved BILGEWATER BULLETIN.
As far as I know, due to the fact that
delivery persons were by and large
younger members of yacht club families,
i.e., pre-teens and teenagers, delivery
revolved around school calendars. That
is not the case today, nor are families with
young members spending their entire
summers at the lake as they did in the
1950s and 1960s. As the saying goes,
the times they are a-changing and rest
assured that the ILYC is making efforts to
change with them for the benefit of our
entire community.

Fifty courts are available with special
instruction and training for all levels of
players. The Academy is very impressive
and busy. If you get a chance, it is worth
a visit.

-Dave Benton

PICKLEBALL
The Indian Lake Pickleball season is
slowly getting started. The courts will
need some tender care and cleaning with
perhaps fresh lines, but in due time these
things will get done.
I spoke with Sue at the club house last
week, and she said there had been some
questions asked if there would be
Pickleball this summer. The answer to
that inquiry is, “Yes!” Pickleball is going to
be played at the Indian Lake Hills
pickleball courts. The plan is to have
courts ready during the Memorial Day
weekend.

The instructors were very personable and
knowledgeable of all parts of the game.

Turp had the pleasure of visiting the
courts in Naples, Florida where the
annual National Pickleball Tournament is
held.
This is a photo of a group lesson that was
working on court positioning and serving
skills.

We are looking forward to some great
games being played and fun times had by
all. Coming up soon!!
See you on the courts.
-Turp North

A Reminder Regarding
Changes for Classified Ads
in 2020
The ILYC Officers and Board of Directors
made the following changes for Classified
Ads for the 2020 season.
The text for a classified ad should
consist of a brief description of the
item, the asking price, and a
contact person with a phone
number.
Each classified ad will include one
item only. An exception will be
made for garage sales.
The text for a classified ad will cost
$15.00.
The text for a classified ad with
one business card size picture will
cost $25.00.
The text for a classified ad with two
business card size pictures will
cost $40.00.
There will be a two picture
maximum per ad.
Some things will remain the same:
Lost, Found, and Free Classified
Ads will remain free of charge.
All Classified Ads will run for two
weeks.
If you would like any item (for sale,
lost, found, or free) to run another
two weeks, consecutively or at a
different time, please send an
email to ilycbilge@gmail.com

Payment for Classified Ads should
be sent to:
Indian Lake Yacht Club
P.O. Box 888
Dowagiac, MI 49047
-Deb Raffin

Editor’s Note
Hello, and welcome to another season of
the Bilge-Water Bulletin at Indian Lake.
Please send all items for the newsletter
to: ilycbilge@gmail.com
Thank you to those who sent articles for
the first issue. The Indian Lake Yacht
Club and Bilge-Water Bulletin are
community efforts, and we want you to be
a part of the community.
Please feel free to share stories of your
family history and home on the lake,
special events happening in your family or
lake neighborhood, recipes, boating, lake
life, jokes, or any other topics of interest.
There is a submission deadline change
for next week only due to Memorial Day.
Please submit all items for the second
Bilge by Tuesday, May 26 at 12:00
noon. Again, the email address is
ilycbilge@gmail.com
Please remember that the next 3 issues
will be posted online at
http://indianlakeyachtclub.org
We will resume printing and distributing
the Bilge-Water Bulletin to your door on
June 19.
I look forward to hearing from you.
–Deb Raffin
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“Specializing in Cleanup”

Serta, Simmons,
Number Beds, Adjustable Bases

574-250-9329
574-255-8721
HOURS
M-T-Th-F
WED
SAT

10-7
10-3
10-6

• Tree Removal • Trimming Dead Wooding
• Land Clearing • Stump Grinding
Storm Damage • Crane Service
60 & 70 Ft. High Ranger

• Satisfaction Guaranteed •
Fully Insured For All Your Tree Care Needs
ISA Certified Arborists on Staff
Dan Williams MI-3971A • Jacob Williams MI-4282A

comfortsleep.com
FREE DROP-OFF
JOE AGOSTINO - INDIAN LAKE

CLOSED SUNDAYS AND HOLIDAYS
Town and Country Shopping Center
2344 Miracle Lane - Mishawaka, IN

HARDWOOD • SHREDDED • COLORIZED

LET US LURE THE RIGHT BUYERS

FOR YOUR LAKE PROPERTY

(269) 782-4000
Floyd Jerdon

Tom Jerdon

www.jerdon.net

Established 1950
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50
Making you
feel at home
for over 50
Years!
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BILGE-WATER-BULLETIN
Your weekly connection
to Indian Lake
Happenings
Indianlakeyachtclub.org

Bilge Water
Bulletin Readers
Reminder: Please
support our advertisers,
as they are what help
to bring you this weekly
communication.
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Ben Tressmer

24/7 Service
269.325.9393
Free Estimates
Can Reach Any Heights
Mold Removal Off Siding & Stone
Free consultation For Window Warranties
Professional Window Cleaning Since 1990
Professional & Courteous Well Trained Crew
Service From Michigan to Greater Chicago Area

Ê
Come try all of our favorites!
Ê

Spend $10.00 or more (before tax)
and receive $1.00 off your order
OR
Buy any large pizza and receive one
free topping choice
(Coupon valid for only ONE
.
May not be combined with any other coupons)
Valid until closing 2020

WINDOW CLEANING

COVID-19: Exterior window cleaning preferred.
Interior window cleaning available if proper social
distancing measures can be maintained.
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Who’s Handling
Handling Your
Your Meat?
Meat?
Who’s

Now Open!
Open!
Now
Full Service
Service
Full
Retail
Retail
Meat Market
Market
Meat
LocallyRaised
Raised
••Locally
MichiganMeat
Meat
••Michigan

269-208-4970
5976 Old Pipestone Rd
Eau Claire MI 49111

USDAPrime
PrimeBeef
Beef
••USDA
WildGame
GameProcessing
Processing
••Wild
Findus
uson
onFacebook
Facebookfor
forweekly
weeklyspecials!
specials!
Find

15% OFF
ANY IN-STOCK
ACCESSORY
WITH THIS AD

Lake Effect PowerSports
AN ELITE DEALER OF MASTERCRAFT CENTURION HARRIS PONTOONS SEADOO KAWASAKI MERCURY AND SHORESTATION

SPECIALIZING IN SALES, SERVICE, STORAGE AND RENTALS
USED PONTOON AND SPEEDBOATS STARTING AT $4,999
HUGE SELECTION OF TUBES, WAKEBOARDS, ALL BATTERY
SIZES, PARTS, & ACCESSORIES
BIG DISCOUNTS ON NON- CURRENT HARRIS PONTOONS
AND MASTERCRAFT WAKEBOARD BOATS

SISTER LAKES LOCATION:

67990 WEST M-152
Tuesday–Saturday 10-5, Sunday 11-2

269.944.5577

Patronize Our Advertisers For Quality Products and Dependable Service

JD’S MARINA

“Serving all Southwest Michigan”

CARPETS UPHOLSTERY
TILE & GROUT CLEANING
Mention this ad for
$20 off any service

(269) 782-9446

304 EAST DIVISION STREET
DOWAGIAC, MI 49047
(269) 782-5488
FAX (269) 782-9278

• ALL TYPES OF
BUSINESS PRINTING
• OFFICE SUPPLIES
• COLOR COPIES • FAX SERVICE
preferredprintingdowagiac@gmail.com

Sprague’s Family Fun Farm
33120 Middle Crossing Rd
Dowagiac, MI 49047
269-782-8578

Open
June
26

Open June - October
Daily 9 am - 6 pm
Fruits & Vegetables in season.
We specialize in sweet corn & baked goods too!
www.spraguesfamilyfunfarm.com
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Indian Lake Hills Golf Course
“The Landmark on the Lake”

… 27 Holes …
Fun and challenging,
Weekday Early Bird and Everyday Twilight rates.
Walk or Ride 9, 18 or 27.

… Driving Range …

NEW VENDING BALL MACHINE
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

… Pro Shop Merchandise …
Golf Apparel, Indian Lake Sweatshirts, Tee Shirts, Hats
and all the basic necessities.

… Bar & Grill …
TAKE OUT SERVICE
BEER, SPIRITS & FOOD.
SUBJECT TO CHANGE

Call or go online for more information
55321 Brush Lake Road Eau Claire, MI 49111
(269) 782-2540
indianlakehills.com.

EAU CLAIRE FRUIT EXCHANGE
6486 WEST MAIN

EAU CLAIRE, MI 49111

269 461-6977 WWW.ECFRUITEXCHANGE.COM

57470 M-51 S
Dowagiac, MI 49047

Providing year-around and seasonal weekly or biweekly home visits checking on the well-being of your
vacation home.
Visits include – visual inspection of exterior/interior,
cycling appliances, water on/off, flushing water
system, temp and humidity check. Customized to
your home. Visit our website for further information

Furnishings for your Home and Cottage
Living Room Bedroom Dining Room Matresses Unique Accessories
Gifts & Home Decor Special Orders Always Welcomed
57530 M 51 S Dowagiac, MI 49047 HOURS: M-F 9-6 Wed 9-8 Sat 9-5
[269] 782-5020
800-884-5020

www.imperialfurnituredowagiac.com

ACCREDITED–INSURED–BONDED
Contact us for a free consultation
269-281-4584 – info@mihomewatch.com
Website: mihomewatch.com
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PIPESTONE CREEK
GOLF COURSE
THE GOLF COURSE
FOR THE REST OF US!
6768 Naomi Road
Eau Claire, MI 49111
269-944-1611

18 hole public course less than
10 miles from Indian Lake!
Check us out at:
www.pipestonecreekgc.com
or on Facebook
for rates and specials
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Bilge Water
Bulletin Readers

Reminder: Please support our
advertisers, as they are what
help to bring you this weekly
communication.
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Sheree Slott

Fireworks

D O N AT I O N S
Let’s celebrate the independence of our great nation with a bang!!
The fireworks will be launched from the sand bar. Watch them from your
piers or float with your neighbors (at a safe distance). We look forward to
this being a fun tradition for Indian Lake, so please donate early and often.
Let’s have a blast!!!!
Link:

https://www.gofundme.com/f/indian-lake-fireworks?utm_source=customer&utm_medium=copy_link-tip&utm_campaign=p_cp+share-sheet

Or go to: gofundme.com and search “Indian Lake Fireworks”

